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Next Meeting:
Next club meeting is Monday, October 5th at 7pm. Banquet room is open at 5pm
Topic of Interest:
The Russian Tortoise – Research and Presentation by Jessica Gopp
Jessica who has had a couple of Russian Tortoises now for less than 2 years will be doing a presentation
about them. The presentation will include items that she has researched online and with experience and
combine them all into an educational 30- minute presentation. If you have a Russian Tortoise, you are
not going to want to miss this. We will have plenty of experts on hand to answer questions.
Location:
Round Table Pizza
14940 Camden Avenue (Corner of Union and Camden Ave)
San Jose, CA 95124
(408) 371-9550

From the Editor
By Kevin Norred
Hi Everyone,
The fall season is upon us and temperatures are continuing to decrease as we head into our winter months. If
you have a species of turtle/tortoise that hibernates, it is very important that you begin to set up its habitat for
winter soon. It will be time to give them those last feedings and flush out their systems for the long winter.
Please make sure your little gals and guys are healthy and of good weight otherwise you will need to bring them
inside and make sure they are at 100% good health before allowing them to hibernate. Sick and unhealthy
tortoises/turtles should not be allowed to hibernate as there bodies are weak and malnourished. If you have a
turtle/tortoise and are unsure what species it is and if it hibernates, send me a pic or bring it to a meeting so we
can identify it for you. Almost all North American box turtles and some Asian box turtles hibernate. Some
Aquatics & Wood Turtles, if tropical, do not hibernate. As for Tortoises, if you have a Sulcata, Leopard, Red
Foot or Yellow Foot, you are pretty safe to say they don’t hibernate. They do however require temps in the 80degree mark all winter in their boxes. My tortoises have been known to run around the yard all winter. You just
have to make sure they stay dry and don’t get chilled by cool morning frost. Species such as Russians, Greeks,
Elongated, Herman’s, and Marginated Tortoises all hibernate so you want to make sure you set them set up
correctly. There are some great resources online by visiting www.tortoise.org for care sheets regarding
individual species. In this newsletter, I am running a 2-part article from the Tortoise Trust that will have a good
hibernation reference. I hope you all enjoy.
At the end of the October meeting, we will have our 2010 official officers for the club. The position of Vice
President is the only position running for candidates. Robert Shields and Jessica Gopp have both been
nominated for the VP position. All other positions remain as no opposing nominations were accepted. I have
asked both to give me a little background about one another so I can include it in the Newsletter.
On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone who has sent me emails, padded me on the back and spoke
up at meetings about the newsletter.

From the Editor (CONTINUED)
By Kevin Norred
I would like to say thank you for the appreciation. There is a good deal of time and work that goes into the
newsletter and each month I am trying to do just a little better. I really enjoy doing this, as I believe it offers a
great deal of information and helps promote education of turtles and tortoises. I also have to give some credit
to Jessica Gopp who helps with it as well. Thanks again.
On the cover of this newsletter, I thought it would be neat to have some pictures and create a little collage this
month, to change it up a bit. Andy Highfield of the UK Tortoise Trust has granted me permission to reprint
any articles and pictures from their website. In the upcoming months, we will be utilizing some of the
information the Tortoise Trust has researched and published. If anyone has any pictures or articles they
would like to share, please send me an email and we can get something going. It is hard each month to find
articles and pictures that I am allowed to reprint.
The club is looking for some guest speakers and/or presentations that are turtle/tortoise related. Please send
me an email if you or someone you know would like to do a 30 to 60 minute presentations on care,
husbandry, health, a particular species, show and tell, or anything related to turtles and or tortoises. We are
trying to organize speakers for the rest of this year and part of next year. I know there are some experts out
there….
As I mentioned in previous newsletters, I have been working with Petco Pet Stores trying to get them to stop
selling Red Ear Slider Turtles and allow us to adopt them out through the stores. We are currently putting
together a program that will allow us to try this out at the Meridian and Blossom Hill Stores. Our goal is to
take the neglected and unwanted Aquatic turtles, stop them from coming into the area, and find homes for
them. The biggest concern Petco has at this time is supplying enough of them to all the stores. I can’t
guarantee this, but usually we don’t have a problem having them. The program will allow any 4” to 6” Red
Ear Slider turtle to be displayed at their store and when a qualified home comes along, they will be able to
adopt for a small fee. I believe once the details are worked out this will be a great opportunity for SVTTC and
all turtles down the road. If the organizations are monitoring the stores periodically, we will be able to make
sure the animals are taken care of. Since I live down the street from both and find myself in each store all the
time, it will be simple to do.
For those whom at last months meeting, Round Table Pizza was doing a remodel of their office meeting
rooms. Hopefully by October’s meeting, they will be finished. I am not exactly sure which one of the three
rooms we will be at; you may have to look around for us. Rooms should be a little more private and easier to
hold meetings in.
I want to thank Carol Anaya for donating a handful of Reptile/Turtle/Tortoise books to the club to get “The
Library” started. In the upcoming months, Martha Pugno will be building a database of books that club
members will be able to check out. We are still working out the details on the process but any club member
wanting to borrow a copy of a particular book can contact Martha and pickup/drop off books at the meetings.
There will be no charge as long as books are not damaged. Donations are always accepted to allow purchases
of books in the future. If you have any unwanted/unused books for snakes, lizards, turtles, tortoises and/or
anything related to reptiles and amphibians and would like to donate them to the club, please contact Kevin
and we can arrange for a pickup or drop off.
See you all in October! ☺

Adoptions
Adoption Chairman: Kevin Norred
As we move into the fall and winter seasons,
things should slow to almost a stop. I was quite
amazed over this past summer to see the small
amount of turtles and tortoises that came in for
adoption. In the spring with the drop of the
housing market, we saw a huge flood of Aquatic
turtles and then it just pretty much stopped. I
haven’t really had much to adopt out. We have
received some California Deserts throughout the
year, but most required TLC homes so they were
sent out to those that could provide the extra
attention needed. We have an Executive Board
Meeting coming up in October so there is a
slight chance we may see some tortoises come
up for adoption at that time. As for the Desert
Tortoises, any that will become available if at all
will be unsexed juveniles because adults will
have a hard time adjusting to the fall
temperatures this time of the year.
Lately, I have been approached by a handful of
people asking for female California and Texas
Desert Tortoises. The reason people want
females are that their males are lonely and they
want to breed them to experience the babies.
First of all, it is illegal to breed the California
Desert Tortoise. The California Department of
Fish and Game protects this species and does not
want anyone to breed in captivity. The state
laws protect this species and under no
circumstances are they allowing them to be bred
and allow eggs to be artificially incubated.
They can naturally incubate and hatch in the
ground, but in our area in Northern California, it
is unlikely that this will happen, as we do not
have the right temperatures and humidity. Fish
and Game has asked that I do my best not to
allow any females to go out for breeding. The
other issue on single males wanting a friend is
that tortoises are ok to live alone. By adding a
female in the yard, you still have to be very
careful as male Desert Tortoises are very
territorial and may still injure and weaken a

female Desert Tortoise. Unlike in the wild, a
small confined area such as a tortoise pen or
backyard, mature males will chase females all
around and mate them constantly exhausting the
female. This can lead to health issues and or
harm to the female. In the wild, females can
escape and are not trapped by single males.
Therefore, if you are in the market for a female,
please reconsider your options. If you would
like to breed and experience babies, you may
look into other non-protected species.
As for females coming up for adoption, it is very
rare to see females that can be sexed as well.
There is an overabundance of males and since
they are territorial, they drive other males out.
Many people find them in populated areas and
are picked up and brought into shelters. Most
females in the wild spend a great deal of time in
burrows and confined under natural settings.
On another note, over the winter we are going to
be establishing some new guidelines and
procedures for adopting turtles and tortoises
through our club. All turtles and tortoises put up
for adoption will always go to the best homes
possible no matter what. It is my responsibility
to make sure every home the tortoise or turtle is
placed in can provide suitable housing, proper
care and feeding, medical attention in case of an
emergency, and have overall knowledge of the
species they are adopting. My proposal will be
once an application is approved the applicant
will be granted the opportunity to adopt. Nothing
is set in stone yet since it needs to be voted on
from the Board of Directors. At the time of
approval of the application, if you are an active
member, all adoption fees will be waived. If they
would like to make a donation to the club that
would be awesome. If you are a non-member,
you will be asked to join as a Benefactor
Membership, which is $50.00. This will
eliminate all those trying to obtain a free tortoise
and make them put a little effort into the care of
the turtle/tortoise. This is only a proposal on my
behalf, which still will need to be passed. Other
options are to make everyone have a general
membership and to set an adoption fee.

SVTTC Sponsors

Reptile
Vets
SVTTC
Officers:

The Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club is
seeking out commercial sponsors from retail
establishments and manufacturer’s that would be
interested in supporting the club with raffle
donations, promotional items and discounts to
the SVTTC membership. In return the
sponsoring businesses would receive a business
card ad in the SVTTC news and mentioned at
promotional events. The SVTTC is circulated
to members and non-members of the SVTTC.

SVTTC members and non-members have
President: Joseph Alvarado
recommended the following names and
Veterinarianinfo@reptilecompany.com
offices. This listing is for reference
only.
Vice President: Robert Shields

The Following Retailers offer discounts for
SVTTC / CTTC Members:
None at this time (Stay Tuned)
For More Information about meetings or the
SVTTC, Please contact:
Kevin Norred, SVTTC Adoption Chairman
(408) 482-5437 or
TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM

YAHOO Groups
Turtle and Tortoise related Yahoo Groups:
SVTTC Chapter:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVCTTC

VCA Orchard Plaza Animal Hospital
thegenerousdaneskitchen@hotmail.com
Dr. Jennifer
Star Seward, DVM
Dr. Ian Stone, DVM

Secretary: Philip Edholm
San Jose, CA
(408) 227-9110
philipbmi@aol.com
Felton Veterinary Hospital
Treasurer
Dr. Cathy Calvert,
DVM : Gilbert Castro
Felton, CA
(831) 335-3466DotBoop@earthlink.net
Sunnyvale
Veterinary
Clinic
Adoptions
Chairman:
Kevin Norred
Dr. Raj Singh, DVM
Sunnyvale, CA
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
(408) 736-8929

ofClinic
Directors:
Setiva Woodring
AvianBoard
& Exotic
of Monterey
Dr. Shannon Thomas,
DVM
gobaars@yahoo.com
Dr. Amy Wells, DVM
Monterey,
Board ofCA
Directors: Yvonne (Corky) Mariani
(831) 647-1147
cmari2235@aol.com

Valley Animal Hospital
Board
of Directors: Kevin Norred
Dr. Christine
McFadden
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
Merced, CA
(209) 384-7387

SVTTC Volunteers:

Wildwood Animal Hospital
Dr. Chris Sanders, DVM
Dr. Tina Peak, DVM
Portola
Valley,
CA Show Coordinators: Gilbert
SVTTC
Reptile
(650) 851-9453Castro, Dorothy Castro
Wildwood Animal Hospital
DotBoop@earthlink.net
Dr. Diana Welsh, DVM
San Jose, CA
SVTTC
Event Coordinator: Jessica Gopp
(408)
265-8811

Foxee_77@yahoo.com
Berkeley Dog and
Cat Hospital
Dr. Kenneth Harkewicz, DVM
Berkeley,
CA
We
are always
looking for helpers and
(510)
848-5041
volunteers so if you would like to be part of the
SVTTC team, please contact one of the officers.
Box Turtles eating Mazuri while getting
showered – photo by Kevin

Canyon Veterinary Hospital
Dr. R. Barrett, DVM
Castro Valley, CA
(510) 582-6704

Hibernation – Tortoise Trust Part 1 of 2
Contrary to popular belief, most tortoises of the types most commonly kept as pets do actually
hibernate in the wild. They do so, however, for much shorter periods than they are frequently
subjected to in captive collections. It has been common practice to attempt a hibernation of up to six
or even seven months, whereas in the wild these same tortoises have been used to hibernation rarely
longer than ten to twelve weeks. We believe in replicating natural conditions as closely as possible in
respect of hibernation periods, and so we do not recommend giving your tortoise over-long
hibernation. Most fatalities occur either near the beginning, or at the end of the hibernation period.
The reasons for some of these fatalities will be discussed in detail later, but you can certainly improve
your tortoise's chances greatly simply by limiting the period of hibernation to not more than 20
weeks. This, it should be stressed, is for a perfectly fit specimen that is fully up to weight. Tortoises
which are anything less than l00% fit, or are in any way underweight, will require a proportionally
shorter period of hibernation under carefully controlled conditions; possibly they may even need to
be kept awake and feeding over the entire winter season.
The following information applies to the most common species of 'pet' tortoise; Testudo graeca,
Testudo hermanni and Testudo marginata. In general, the requirements of T. hermanni, T. graeca, and
T. marginata and T. horsfieldii are all very similar.
Many of these tortoises exported to the United States are from the Mediterranean. Some continue to
be, due to differences in laws. The same techniques are equally applicable to Gopherus agassizzi, the
California Desert tortoise.
Many tortoise owners ask us to identify what species their particular tortoises belong to. The
following notes should clarify the position, although specific identification can sometimes be very
difficult for non-experts. This is mainly due to the very large range of natural variations in shell
pattern, size and colorations encountered, even within members of the same species. However, the
general characteristics of each principal terrestrial tortoise are as follows.
TO SUMMARIZE:
•

•

Do not attempt to hibernate ANY tortoise if you suspect it may be a tropical variety. Consult
us for help with identification. The Tortoise Trust can assist with identifying any tortoise, so if
you do have a tortoise you are not certain about, and you send us a reasonable quality
photograph, we can often help.
When purchasing a tortoise from a pet supplier, it is certain to be a species requiring very
special care. Obtain an accurate statement from the supplier as to what it actually is, and be
sure that you are going to be able to provide the environment it needs. Unfortunately, in our
experience, the vast majority of ordinary pet traders are not very knowledgeable about the real
needs of reptiles, so crosscheck any information you are given with a reliable, independent
source.

Hibernation (cont.)
TO SUMMARIZE (cont):
•

•

Remember that in general the smaller the tortoise the more likely it is to end up as a
hibernation casualty. Very small tortoises must be given a shorter, carefully controlled
hibernation.
Never ever attempt to hibernate a tortoise that you suspect is ill. To put a sick or underweight
tortoise into hibernation is to condemn it to certain death.

Dietary management
Tortoises, which are provided with the incorrect diet for their species, can suffer serious problems,
particularly in respect of the liver and kidneys. If these are damaged, the risks associated with
hibernation are very greatly increased. While some tropical tortoises and box turtles do require
animal protein, desert species do not, and nor do 'common' or Mediterranean tortoises. So, despite
what you may have read elsewhere, never provide meat products to 'common' tortoises. In the long
term, it can and does kill. Tortoises require a diet that is HIGH in minerals and vitamins, LOW in
fats and proteins and HIGH in dietary fiber. Meat products are totally the opposite, and lead to
enhanced urea levels, which damage the kidneys and cause a massive build-up of fats in the liver.
The high phosphorous content of most meat products also seriously affects the Calcium-Phosphorous
(Ca:P) ratio of the diet, which in turn leads to acute nutritional osteo-dystrophy or "lumpy shell
syndrome". Our own tortoises not only survive, but also thrive without any meat products
whatsoever, they breed successfully, and the hatchlings have beautiful, perfectly formed shells
without lumps, bumps or pyramids. Living proof that claims of the "necessity" of meat for tortoises
are entirely inaccurate.
Suitable dietary items for Mediterranean and Desert tortoises can include:
Romaine and/or red leaf lettuce in very limited quantities. Never use head lettuces such as iceberg,
head lettuces contain very little in the way of adequate vitamins or minerals. Opuntia (spineless)
prickly pear cactus pads and fruit are good. Sometimes referred to as "Nopales", the fruit are often
referred to as "tunas", watercress, dandelion, naturally occurring non-toxic weeds, hibiscus flowers
and leaves, white (Dutch) clover, both leaves and flowers, rose leaves and petals, and sow thistle.
Most land tortoises can and do fare quite well when allowed to graze, offering the other listed items
as supplements. Never offer cabbage, spinach, chard, bok choy, or any vegetable related to these, as
they inhibit calcium absorption and can cause tremendous health problems.
We do not generally recommend the use of pellet-type commercial prepared diets, though some of
these can have a role when rehabilitating sick or severely underweight tortoises. In general, their
energy and protein levels, as well as their calcium to phosphorus ratios are such as to make them
unsuitable for use on a regular basis.

Hibernation (cont.)
Add a mineral-vitamin supplement + extra calcium. The use of cuttlebone left in the enclosures
allows tortoises to regulate the amount of calcium in the diet. Some tortoises like this very much,
while others will not eat it. For those that won't, the use of a phosphorous free calcium supplement
is recommended.
Grass is actually quite a useful food for tortoises (especially Desert, Leopard and African Spurred
tortoises), but is not adequate by itself. It is particularly useful as a source of dietary fiber.
Certainly many giant tortoises enjoy it as part of their natural diet, and young grass shoots are
equally favored by many other species. Dandelions and parsley are excellent, having a positive
Ca:P ratio and being particularly rich in vitamin A (14,000 i.u/100g for dandelion, 11,000 i.u/100g
in the case of parsley). When feeding weeds or wild flowers, be sure that they are free of weed
killer or other lethal contaminants. On the same subject, never use slug pellets or other garden
chemicals anywhere near tortoises.

IS YOUR TORTOISE FIT TO HIBERNATE?
Many people are surprised when we ask this question, not as the first frosts are beginning to make
their presence felt, but as early as mid-August, when the days may still be bright and hot! We ask
in mid-August because, as far as your tortoise is concerned, this is when it reaches a classic 'gono-go' situation as far as its biological clock is concerned. Leaving the decision on hibernation
until September, October or November is simply too late. If a tortoise is not fit to hibernate by the
end of August, then it is not going to be fit in October. In order to survive hibernation in good
condition, tortoises need to have built up sufficient reserves of body fat; this in turn stores
vitamins and water. Without fat, vitamins and water tortoises die of starvation or dehydration.
Adequate reserves of body fat are vital to tortoises in hibernation; they live off these reserves, and
if the reserves run out too soon then the animal's body will begin to use up the fat contained within
the muscles and internal organs, eventually these too will become exhausted. At this point the
tortoise will simply die in hibernation.
Check:
•
•

•

BOTH EYES: for signs of swelling, inflammation or discharge. If there is a problem,
consult a veterinary surgeon with extensive experience of treating reptile patients.
THE NOSE: For signs of discharge; a persistently runny nose requires urgent veterinary
investigation. Tortoises with this symptom must also be isolated from contact with others,
as some varieties of RNS ('Runny Nose Syndrome') are highly infectious. The presence of
excess mucus also encourages bacterial growth, and hence places the tortoise in additional
danger from diseases such as necrotic stomatitis.
THE TAIL: For inflammation or internal infection; tortoises with cloacitis 'leak' from the
tail and smell strongly. Any signs of abnormality should be

Hibernation (cont.)
•
•

•

•

Investigated by a veterinary surgeon. It will help if you take a fresh sample of cloacal
excretion for a veterinarian to examine under the microscope.
LEGS: Look for any unusual lumps or swellings; abscesses are common in reptiles and if
left untreated can result in loss of limb or even death. Report any unusual findings to a
competent veterinary surgeon that may want to X-ray the affected part.
EARS: The membranes covering the inner ear should be either flat or slightly concave; ear
abscesses are very common and can have fatal consequences if treatment is not obtained.
The ear scales, the tympanic membranes, are the two large 'scales' just behind the jawbone.
INSIDE THE MOUTH: Look for any sign of abnormality; necrotic stomatitis or 'mouthrot' is a highly contagious disease of captive reptiles. It is characterized by the appearance
of a yellow 'cheesy' substance in the mouth, or by a deep red-purple tinge, or by the
appearance of small blood-spots. Sometimes all three symptoms are present. Expert
veterinary treatment is called for as a matter of urgency if the animal is to be saved.

These basic checks form your essential pre-hibernation examination. Provided your tortoise is up
to weight and no other abnormalities can be detected, then you may begin preparation for
hibernation. The golden rule, however, at all times is IF IN DOUBT SEEK EXPERT ADVICE.
Our experience is that owners who fail to act promptly when problems occur usually end up,
sooner or later, with a dead tortoise. One final, and critically important point before we actually
deal with how to hibernate your tortoise. Many tortoises die each year because owners attempt to
hibernate them while they still contain undigested food matter within their gastro-intestinal
system. It is natural for tortoises to gradually reduce their food intake as fall approaches (this is
one reason why, if they are underweight in August, they will certainly not have put on any extra
weight by October). A tortoise's digestive system is governed to a great extent by temperature, but
generally speaking, when the animal's biological processes are slowing down it takes between 4-6
weeks for the food last consumed to pass completely through the gastro-intestinal tract. In other
words, do not attempt to hibernate any tortoise if it has eaten within the last month to six weeks.
Delay hibernation rather than allow a tortoise to hibernate while the possibility of undigested food
matter within the intestine remains.
Tortoises that are hibernated with food still remaining inside are unlikely to survive in good
health. The food decays, produces large quantities of gas and causing tympanic colic that brings
about asphyxiation due to internal pressure on the lungs. This error of husbandry is also
responsible for a number of serious, and usually fatal, bacterial infections inside the tortoise.

Hibernation (cont.)
HIBERNATION CONDITIONS
The two biggest killers of captive tortoises are:
a. Attempting to hibernate unfit specimens and
b. Failure to provide adequate protection during hibernation.
Hopefully you have taken note of the advice given on fitness for hibernation and so will avoid this
problem. Even fit tortoises can die in hibernation if the conditions to which they are subjected are
biologically incorrect; essentially this means:
•
•

· Keeping the tortoise dry and well insulated in properly prepared accommodation (unless
otherwise noted for certain species).
· Making absolutely certain that temperatures are stable, and within safe tolerances, i.e.
neither too hot nor too cold.

In practice the first is more easily accomplished. We will deal with both accommodation and
conditions separately, and in some detail.
ACCOMMODATION
Our recommendations are for an outer box or carton made from either wood or substantial
cardboard. The inside of this should be lined with blocks or chippings of polystyrene, of the sort
used in house insulation or packaging. Alternatively, tightly packed shredded paper can be used.
Select a second, (this time much smaller) box. Ideally this box should accommodate the tortoise
fairly tightly, whilst still allowing for a couple of inches of insulating material all around the
animal. We are sometimes asked why two individual boxes are necessary. To answer this question
one has only to monitor carefully the behavior of a hibernating tortoise. A tortoise in hibernation
does not stay in one place, but attempts to move, and it either digs deeper into its box, or climbs to
the surface. If it is allowed unrestrained movement, there is a grave danger that it may burrow
through the protective insulating layers and come into contact with the walls of the hibernation
box. Here it is virtually unprotected, and could very easily freeze to death. Our sanctuary hospital
is often full of frozen tortoises in the spring, due to precisely this error on the part of owners. It is
all rather sad and unnecessary, as the problem is so easily avoided with a little care.
CONDITIONS
The critical factor here is TEMPERATURE. Temperature is absolutely critical to a successful and
healthy hibernation. Insulation merely slows down the rate of heat exchange; it does not prevent it
altogether. Thus, no matter how well you insulate, if you subject your tortoise's hibernation box to
sub-zero temperatures

I

Hibernation (cont.)
for an extended period it will still get too cold. Similarly, if you allow your tortoise's hibernation
box to get too warm for too long it will begin to use up valuable fat and energy reserves, and may
even wake up early.
These critical temperatures are:
MAXIMUM = 50 °F or l0 °C
MINIMUM = 32 °F or 0 °C (Freezing Point)
- ALWAYS USE A THERMOMETER - IT SAVES LIVES!! –
Under no circumstances whatsoever should a hibernating tortoise be subjected to prolonged
exposure to temperatures higher or lower than these. Failure to appreciate the importance of this
invariably leads to death and injury in hibernation. Blindness due to the eyes quite literally
freezing solid is a particularly unpleasant consequence of allowing temperatures to fall too low.
The easiest way to check temperatures is to obtain a maximum-minimum reading greenhouse
thermometer from any garden or hardware store. Check it at regular intervals, hourly if necessary
in very cold spells. If sustained low or high temperatures are noted, temporarily move the tortoises
into a more suitable place until temperatures stabilize to a satisfactory level again. Today, some
excellent electronic thermometers are available with built-in alarms if the temperature goes
outside pre-set points. These are truly excellent, and can make a major contribution to hibernation
safety.
•
•

An ideal temperature for hibernation is 5 °C, or 40 °F. At this temperature tortoises remain safely
asleep, but are in no danger of freezing. Incidentally, it is important to point out that the advice
that a hibernating tortoise should never be disturbed is completely invalid. It has absolutely no
basis in biological or veterinary science, and should be ignored. You cannot possibly harm a
hibernating tortoise simply by handling it.
We routinely handle our tortoises during hibernation to conduct checks on weight. Provided the
animals are carefully replaced in their protective insulation, this is an excellent method of
checking on their general condition. A tortoise, which is losing weight to the extent that it is
approaching the danger line, should be taken out of hibernation and artificially sustained for the
remainder of the winter. Most healthy adult tortoises lose about l% of their body weight each
month in hibernation. This is very easy to calculate. An l600 g tortoise put into hibernation in
October will lose about l6 g every month. After 5 months hibernation it will probably weight l600
minus 5 x l6 = 80, i.e. l520 g.
While tortoises must not be put into hibernation with a stomach containing food matter, their
bladders should contain water. Therefore tortoises should be encouraged to drink before
hibernation, even though they are not allowed to feed.

Hibernation (cont.)
If, when checking a hibernating tortoise you notice that it has urinated, get it up immediately do
not put it back. Recent evidence leads us to believe that should this occur, the animal is in grave
danger of death from sudden, acute dehydration. If this action does occur, begin re-hydration
immediately, and over-winter for the remaining hibernation period. We are undertaking further
research into this phenomena, but early results indicate that the problem is most likely to occur
towards the end of the hibernation period, or in spells of unusually mild weather where the
temperature rises above 10 °C or 50 °F. Check the tortoise regularly at such times.
Hibernating Box Turtles (Terrapene species)
Box turtles require a higher level of humidity than do turtles or tortoises of other species. Also, the
period of hibernation might need to be shorter, regular checks on your box turtle are simple, and
will enable you to asses it's overall health status. Weight checks as well as visual examinations to
check for respiratory problems during the hibernation period may be performed on a bi-weekly
basis with little disturbance to the animal.
The correct hibernation protocols for box turtles should be as follows:
•

•
•
•

An area not subject to freezing temperatures. Freezing will kill your turtle. In the wild,
these turtles bury themselves deep within the soil, below the frost line, in order to keep
from freezing.
Proper hibernation medium. Many keepers have successfully used a combination of the
following for box turtles to hibernate in:
Organic potting soil, with no polymers, such as Vermiculite™, Pearlite™, or other
additives.
Sphagnum moss, shredded.

All of these items can be mixed together after soaking the sphagnum moss in a bucket of water,
then squeezing it out so it is not "soggy," but still quite wet. Combining the sphagnum moss with
the organic soil helps it to retain a good level of humidity, but not creating so much that the turtle
is exposed to a "wet" environment. In the wild, box turtles are often found hibernating beneath the
earth, under fallen logs, under rocks, or other areas that might have been used in the past by other
animals. This allows the animals to maintain the humidity they need so they don't become
dehydrated, and also provides shelter during rain or snow, at a temperature that is suitable.
Depending on the soil temperature, the turtle will move up toward the surface or burrow deeper,
keeping itself at a good constant temperature. In captivity, box turtles are often kept in areas that
have little or no resemblance to their home territories. In order to ensure safe hibernation, please
study the following guidelines.
DO NOT:
•
•

Hibernate a box turtle that has shown ANY sign of illness, weight loss, or other ailment
within the past year.
Hibernate a box turtle the first season you have it, as potential health problems may be
latent and might not have shown as outward symptoms.

Hibernation (cont.)
DO NOT:
•
•
•
•

Hibernate a box turtle that hasn't been completely cleared of internal parasites.
Ever hibernate a box turtle in an area where there is ANY chance of flooding. They can
and do drown!
Hibernate in an area where the temperature is below freezing if they are unable to dig
deeply into the soil for protection. This will either kill, cause blindness or limb paralysis.
DO provide a safe area, protected from rodents of any type. Garages often work well for
this purpose, provided the temperatures do not get too low.

In many areas of the USA, box turtles can safely be hibernated in a place that they choose. If the
area is on high ground, the soil is soft enough for them to dig deep enough to avoid freezing, and
is an area that stays damp, then a healthy turtle can be hibernated outside. Rainfall is fine, and will
not hurt a box turtle unless flooding occurs. You can help the turtle along by covering the area
with dry leaves once they have "dug in" to help prevent problems with frost. They often choose an
area such as the base of a bush, tree, or other vegetation for their natural hibernaculums.
The method we have used most successfully for box turtles that cannot hibernate outdoors
includes the use of VERY large Rubbermaid type containers that are deep as well as long. After
the turtle has stopped eating, or starts to slow down, it is preparing for hibernation. DO NOT offer
any more food, it is extremely important that the gut be free of any food items, as they may
ferment and rot in the gut during hibernation, often causing death
Add the mixture of sphagnum moss and organic soil. Filling to within roughly 5 inches of the top.
Substrate should be at least 2 feet deep. If well mixed, the substrate should remain nice and damp.
Occasional spraying or adding of water will keep it moist. With the sphagnum mixed in, a far
longer period can pass without having to re-moisten the substrate. Sphagnum moss does not seem
to cause any problem with mold or mildew. Place the sleeping box turtle into the container. It will,
even if it has fallen asleep for the winter, burrow itself to the level it feels it needs to be.
We usually allow box turtles to start their hibernation outside, long before freezing weather has a
chance to hit, and then transfer them a little later to our chosen area. The transition always seems
to go smoothly. Using this method, place a probe thermometer into the soil to monitor soil
temperature. Also, another thermometer is used to monitor the temperature of the outside air
temperature. Place a thick sheet of cardboard between the floor and the hibernation container, as
most floors are either concrete or stone, and can cause problems with the temperatures in the
container. The container may also be placed on a shelf. NEVER place a sealed lid on the top of the
container! These turtles need to have a good oxygen exchange during hibernation. Sealing a
container will cause a build up of lethal gasses. With many of the Rubbermaid type containers, a
lid is provided.

Hibernation (cont.)
Holes may be drilled through the lid, at 2" intervals. Make certain the holes are large, but not large
enough to let any predator inside! This helps to keep humidity up, keeps rodents and other pests
out, and allows for good oxygen exchange.
Successful hibernation requires free air circulation. 40/45° F is a good temperature to aim for, but
the temperature does not need to stay constant, as the turtles will move up and down in the
substrate as needed. This method also makes it far easier to carry out regular health status checks.
If you do find that one of your turtles has become ill or appears to be dropping too much weight, it
is always possible to bring it out of hibernation by letting it slowly warm to room temperature
inside. No turtle exhibiting any symptom of illness or weight loss should ever be replaced to the
hibernation container.
Provided that this is appreciated, then American box turtles can certainly be maintained very
successfully, and even bred in captivity.
OVER-WINTERING OR NON-HIBERNATING
Sometimes, either for specific health reasons or because the animal is of a tropical variety,
hibernation may not be possible. Where this is the case, the objective must be to keep the animal
alert, feeding and in good general condition throughout the winter period. Provided that
temperatures are adequate, and that both food and light are also available in sufficient quantity and
quality, over-wintering tortoises is not particularly difficult. Suitable accommodation must be
provided. Can we please stress that no matter how warm it is an ordinary room in a house will not
by itself keep a tortoise feeding and in good health? A very special combination of background
heat, localized radiated heat, and high intensity illumination is absolutely essential. The tortoise
requires this 'spot' or radiant heat source to thermo regulate properly and to maintain its own body
temperature (when measured in the cloaca) at around 2-3 °C above that of the surrounding area (it
does this by heat absorption, rather like a dark colored stone absorbs a great deal of heat from the
sun). You cannot keep a tortoise feeding adequately by background heat alone, so please do not
try. At night the tortoise can be removed from its daytime accommodation and placed in a warm
box situated next to a radiator to sleep. Again, it is important not to let it get too cold, certainly
never below about 45 °F. In the morning replace it in its heated area for the day. Tortoises need
approximately l4 hours of adequate heat and light per day in order to feed properly and remain in
good health. Your task, as owner, is to provide them with an artificial summer. You can help your
tortoise considerably by providing a dietary vitamin and mineral supplement such as "Vionate", or
"Herptivite" (Rep-Cal) regularly, this is particularly important when over wintering, as it contains
vitamin D3 that is usually synthesized from sunlight. Vionate and Herptivite are excellent all
round products that are particularly well suited to reptiles. It is obtainable through some pet shops,
veterinary surgeons, or from the address on the back page

Hibernation (cont.)
Hatchling tortoises should definitely be given Herptivite on a regular basis, not so much for its
vitamin content as for its mineral ingredients. Additional calcium is also required, to reach a
correct Ca:P ratio of around 6 parts calcium to 1 part phosphorous. These minerals are essential to
proper bone and shell development. Avoid all foods that have a strongly negative Ca:P balance
such as peas or beans, cabbage, spinach, bok choy, or chard. Hatchlings can be hibernated if their
health and weight is good. A hibernation of about 6 to l0 weeks is satisfactory. Extended
hibernations should never be attempted.
This is perhaps an appropriate point to remark on vitamin injections. Unless the tortoise is
suffering from a specific vitamin deficiency disease, injections are not recommended, and often
cause potentially fatal damage. Certainly we do not approve of 'routine' vitamin injections before
hibernation. If a tortoise is truly vitamin-deficient at this point - and this is extremely unlikely if it
has been given a reasonable diet - then do not hibernate it. Injections will not cure the problem.
Far better to build up vitamin and mineral stores gradually by providing a well balanced diet.
Genuine cases of acute vitamin deficiency in tortoises are actually quite rare; it is usually only
found in those which have been subjected to an extremely poor diet over a very long period or
where the tortoise is otherwise ill. We suggest, therefore, that you do not have your tortoise
injected with vitamins, which it almost certainly does not need. Vitamin injections in any case do
not help tortoises to survive hibernation. This is accomplished by good husbandry alone. One final
point. Dehydration is a particular problem of over-wintering, and should be avoided by providing
your tortoise with a daily opportunity to drink. For details on how tortoises can best be encouraged
to drink see the next section.
In the November newsletter, we will continue with how to wake up your turtle/tortoise and the
problems associated with hibernation.

Meeting Agenda:
I.
II.
III.

IV.
V.

VI

VIII
IX
X

Officer Introductions
Membership Introductions
Officer’s Reports
• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Membership (Renewals)
Adoption Chairman’s Report
Announcements
• CTTC
1. Executive meeting
October 17th
2. Official Chapter Status
• SVTTC
1. Local Events
2. Fundraisers
• I-Give
• S.H.A.R.E.
• Round Table
• Raffle
• Non Club Events
1. B.A.A.R.S
• Open Floor for anyone to
announce events or activities
1. Fresno Show
2. Adopt-a-palooza
• 2010 Elections – Official voting
Newsletter
• Articles
• Highlights and Info in newsletter
***Stretch Break ***
Presentation – Russian Tortoises
Open Floor
Adjourn

The next meeting is Monday, November
2nd, 2009 at 7:00 pm, same location.

SVTTC Officers:
President: Joseph Alvarado
info@reptilecompany.com
Vice President: Robert Shields
thegenerousdaneskitchen@hotmail.com
Secretary: Philip Edholm
philipbmi@aol.com
Treasurer: Gilbert Castro
DotBoop@earthlink.net
Adoptions Chairman: Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
(408) 482-5437
Board of Directors: Setiva Woodring
gobaars@yahoo.com
Board of Directors: Yvonne (Corky) Mariani
cmari2235@aol.com
Board of Directors: Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
SVTTC Volunteers:
SVTTC Reptile Show Coordinators: Gilbert
Castro, Dorothy Castro
dotBoop@earthlink.net
SVTTC Event Coordinator: Jessica Gopp
Foxee_77@yahoo.com
SVTTC Librarian: Martha Pugno

BAARS News
Bay Area Amphibian and Reptile Society
The next BAARS meeting, for you Reptile
Lovers, is Friday, October 23rd at 8pm in Palo
Alto. The subject of the meeting is Steinhardt
Aquarium Herps. The Presentations will be
about managing all the Herps that are displayed
and not displayed at the Aquarium.
For more information, please visit:
www.BAARS.org.

CTTC Conservation
There are several conservation projects going on
currently. Please visit www.tortoise.org for
current events.
Some news spread across the Internet:
Rare Turtles Found
BANGKOK (AFP) – Scientists working in a
remote Myanmar forest discovered one of the
world’s rarest turtle species in the wild for the
first time, a conservation group said Monday.
The "critically endangered" Arakan forest turtles
were thought to be extinct having last been seen
in 1908 until it was rediscovered in 1994, when
conservationists found a few specimens in
captivity in a Chinese food market, the Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS).
Five of the animals measure less than a foot in
length; have now been found by a team from the
society that was working in a sanctuary in
military-ruled Myanmar, it said.
"We are delighted and astonished that this
extremely rare species is alive and well in
Myanmar," said Colin Poole, WCS director of
Asian programs.

Rare Turtles Found (Cont.)
"Now we must do what we can to protect the
remaining population."
He said Asian turtles -- highly sought after as
food -- were being "wiped out" by poachers for
the illegal wildlife trade.
Before 1994 the last known record of the Arakan
forest turtle was of a single animal collected by a
British army officer in 1908, it said.
The scientists found the latest examples in a
Myanmar sanctuary that "contains thick stands
of impenetrable bamboo forests and is rarely
visited by people", the statement said.
They also came across rare yellow tortoises and
Asian leaf turtles -- two other threatened species.
The Arakan forest turtles, which have light
brown shells with black mottling, are locally
known as "Pyant Cheezar" which means "turtle
that eats rhinoceros feces".
The society noted however that the name is a
"tad timeworn" since the Sumatran rhinos that
once lived in the area disappeared 50 years ago,
due to over hunting.
It recommended several steps to ensure the
turtles remain protected in the sanctuary, such as
the establishment of permanent guard posts on
roads leading in and out of the park to thwart
poachers.

SVTTC Notes

Current Events
Upcoming Events:

Are you a Club Member?
You do not have to be a member to attend the
meetings. If you would like to join the SVTTC,
membership fee is $20/yr and you can signup at
the meeting or request a membership form by
emailing tortoisehome@yahoo.com and mailing
to the address on the form. There is also an
attached copy at the back of the newsletter.
Benefits of being a member include an endless
source of information, meet new friends with
common interest, bi-monthly Tortuga Gazette
Newsletter, ability to adopt through the CTTC
Adoption program, receive discounts to
businesses or shows when offered and have a lot
of fun. Also, we will be having special events
for SVTTC members.
Join Today!!!
Having Dinner at Round Table Pizza at the
Meeting?
Attached to this newsletter is a print out for
those who will be eating at Round Table Pizza
the evening of the meeting. 15% of all club
member pizza sales go back to the club. Please
print out the form and bring with you. If you
forget, see Kevin in the meeting room before
purchasing a meal. If possible, please turn in
receipts to Joseph so we can keep track of the
money spent as well so we can estimate the
money coming back to the club.
Club Meeting Donation Drawing:
By Kevin Norred
The club will be having a drawing to raise
money for adoptions and club events. Raffle
tickets are $1.00 each. We have a large
assortment of food, filters, and Misc. items
donated by several vendors. Please support the
various programs. If you have “NEW” items
that are still sealed and unused and would like to
donate them, please see Kevin at the meetings.

September 26-27 Sacramento Reptile Show
October 5th

SVTTC Meeting

October 17th

CTTC Executive Meeting

October 23rd

BAARS Meeting
Steinhardy Aquarium

October 24th

Sacramento Turtle Club
Meeting 1-4pm

October 31st

13th Annual Reptile
Bazaar
Herzog Hall, Petaluma
Fairgrounds.

November 2nd

Newly elected Officers
take position

November 7-8

Fresno Reptile Show

December

Christmas Party

Future Newsletters:
If you have an article that you would like to
contribute to the SVTTC or maybe write
something that you may have experienced or an
exciting tip, we are looking to add some fun stuff
to the monthly newsletter. Please no
copyrighted info.

Photos of Gus’s Hatch-day Party
PHOTOS BY VERN SHIPLEY

Need Some Info?
By Kevin Norred

Here are some useful websites that I personal
have visited and enjoyed:

Here is the Trivia
Question:
What Species of Turtle / Tortoise Am I?
Hint: A subspecies of this Tortoise is classified
separately due to its bright colored head.

WWW.TORTOISEFORUM.ORG
WWW.TURTLETIMES.ORG
WWW.SULCATA-STATION.COM
WWW.RUSSIANTORTOISE.ORG
WWW.REDFOOTS.COM
WWW.REDEARSLIDER.COM
WWW.DESERTTORTOISE.GOV
WWW.AFRICANTORTOISE.COM
WWW.TORTOISETRUST.ORG

October Trivia
Would you like a free
Raffle Ticket?
Each month we will be sharing with the club
members some information on a particular
Turtle or Tortoise species throughout the
world. If you can guess which species it is,
write down the answer on a blank piece of
paper with your name and email info on it.
When you come to the club meeting, turn
these sheets into Kevin. If correct, you will
get a free raffle ticket towards one of our
great drawing prizes we have.

What species or Turtle or Tortoise am I?
_______________________
Answer to the past months Trivia question were:
April:
Elongated Tortoise
May:
Radiated Tortoise
June:
Mata Mata Turtle
July:
Western Painted Turtle
August:
No Newsletter
September: Burmese Star Tortoise
October:
Please see Kevin if you have the correct
answer. Kevin will be hosting the raffle for
the next couple meetings.

Logo # 2

The SVTTC Logo
As some of you have noticed, we are still not
displaying a club logo yet. Philip Edholm and
Phil Krotz are still working on the logo. Their
goal or mission is to have a logo that displays the
only Native Aquatic Turtle to California, The
Western Pond Turtle.
Nothing has been finalized however I wanted to
share a couple of the designs that have been
submitted to the SVTTC Board of Directors.
This is a club logo that will always be part of the
club so it is important to have feedback from the
members.

Logo # 3

If you have an idea and would like to be part of
the Logo committee, email Philip Edholm, he
would be more than happy.
Here are the designs. If you have some feedback
on the designs, come to the meeting or email
Philip Edholm at philipbmi@aol.com
Logo # 1

Logo # 4

The Top 10
Adoption Application/Email
Request List

Applicant: I would like to adopt another tortoise
or turtle because our dog killed the last one
Hmmm… Let me supply your dog
with another live chew toy.
Application Denied!!

By Kevin Norred

Let me begin by saying, I hope I don’t offend
anyone. These are just some of my silly
thoughts I laugh about once in a while because I
see some funny stuff on emails or applications. I
thought it would be fun to share some.
Applicant: I would like to have a couple turtles.
I am an expert Reptile caregiver. I used to have
snakes and lizards, but they don’t exist
anymore.
While on the phone with this person
and asking why they don’t exist, the
caretaker had to put them all down
because she could not afford any vet
bills so she froze them all. I really
didn’t have much to talk about after
that. Application Denied!!
Applicant: I am an expert caretaker for turtles
and tortoises. I only care for rare species. I will
take any Albino colored turtle you get in and
make a small donation periodically.
Sure, no problem. Who is the sucker
on this one?
Application: Do you have any star tortoises for
adoption? What about other colorful tortoises?
I can paint Red Ear Sliders to match
your walls. Application Denied!!
Email: Can you take my sick turtle and care for
it? Also I would like to adopt another since I
have an empty tank.
Do you trade your kids in every time
they get sick too…Application
Denied!! I did offer to take in the sick
turtle, but they never showed up.
Email follow-ups were never
answered.

Applicant: Can I please adopt a turtle from you?
I want one that doesn’t require a whole lot of
care.
Toys R us is running a special on Low
Maintenance Turtles. They don’t eat
or poop. Application Denied!!
Applicant: I will take any and all turtles and
tortoises. Please ship to the following address:
I almost jumped in my car to go open
my new DHL shipping account.
Application Denied!!
Applicant: I would like to adopt a Sulcata
tortoise. I live in an apartment and have plenty
of room.
I emailed this person recommending a
smaller species but they were set on a
Sulcata Tortoise. (NOTHING LIKE A
250 LB BULLDOZER IN YOUR
APARTMENT) Application Denied!!
Applicant: I would like to adopt another turtle
for my pond. The first one drowned.
I emailed this person just to make sure
something drastic didn’t happen. It
turns out that a Pet shop sold them an
“Aquatic” Box Turtle. It is amazing
what happens when you throw a rock
in a bucket of water. This person did
get a Red Ear Slider and the proper
care to go with it.
Applicant: I would like to adopt a tortoise larger
than 12 inches because I keep loosing the
smaller ones.
I think they need a 250 lb Sulcata
Male….in fact maybe two.
Application Denied!!

2010 ELECTIONS
Election nominations were completed at the
September meeting. Members who were
present nominated past officers as this group of
individuals has been working hard to keep the
club moving forward. We do have two
nominations for Vice President whose
responsibilities include stepping in for the
President when not available and putting
together presentations and speakers for our
monthly meetings. For those of you who don’t
know either, I will do my best to give you a little
background on both.
Robert Shields is our current VP and has been
with the club from the start. Robert is a long
time Herp lover and has a handful of box turtles
(4 species which include 3-Toed, Ornate, Gulf
Coast and Eastern), Russian Tortoises, Snakes
and Lizards and some odds and ends. Robert is
also coordinating the CTTC Snapper Program
and helps with relocating Snappers that have
been turned into the club. He is very active in
the natural wildlife and supporting other
organizations that include Tropical Aquatic Fish.
Jessica Gopp is our current Events Coordinator
and was appointed a couple months ago to take
on the responsibility of setting up some future
events for the SVTTC. Jessica is a new Herp
lover discovering reptiles about 2 years ago
when she met Kevin Norred. Jess is co-owner of
Box Turtles (4 species which include 3-Toed,
Ornate, Florida and Eastern) & Tortoises (10
Species which include Sulcata’s, Leopards, Red
Foots, Elongated, Cherry Head, Golden Greek,
Common Greek, Russian, Burmese Brown and
Radiated’s), lots of Snakes (Carpet Pythons,
Hognose, Dumril Boas & Kenya Sand Boas),
and Lizards (Skinks and Geckos). She also
helps with the SVTTC Adoption program.
Both candidates will make excellent VP’s. I
wish the best of luck to both and may the best
person win.

October Nominations for the SVTTC Club is
as noted:
President: Joseph Alvarado (Current President)
Vice President: Robert Shields (Current VP)
Jessica Gopp (Current Event Coordinator)
Treasurer: Gilbert Castro (Current Treasurer)
Secretary: Philip Edholm (Current Secretary)
Current Volunteer Positions

Current Volunteer Positions (Fixed –no elections)
Adoptions Chairman: Kevin Norred
Librarian: Martha Pugno
Event Coordinator: Jessica Gopp
Fund Raising Coordinator: Open (Any one
interested Contact Kevin Norred)
Website Coordinator: Open (Any one
interested Contact Kevin Norred)
Show Coordinator: Gilbert & Dorothy Castro
SVTTC News Newsletter: Kevin Norred

A feast for a day Sulcatas, Leopards, Red
Foot tortoises– photo by Kevin

Best-N-Shell
Starting this month, the SVTTC is going to have
a little contest for our little shelled family
members. The Contest will be a photo contest
of your turtle/tortoise dressed up in the monthly
holiday themes. We will have three categories:
•
•
•

Items Needed for the
SVTTC
The SVTTC is looking for some items for
donation for upcoming events, meetings and
fundraisers.
Projection Machine – To be used with personal
Computers to help display Power Point
presentations and such at meetings.

Funniest Picture
Most Creative Picture
Photo shopped

Entries for each month must be emailed to Kevin
at tortoisehome@yahoo.com no later than the
20th of each month. The winners will be posted
in the following months newsletters. Winners
will get a variety of prizes to be determined.
Your themes are as follows:
October: Halloween

must be submitted no later than October 20th

November: Thanksgiving

Projector Screen – We are looking for a small
mobile Projector screen that can be used at
meetings, shows and events that we would like
to display presentations at. A tripod or stand
will be needed as well
Raffle Ticket Drum – If anyone has a small
raffle ticket drum that we can use at meetings for
raffles that would be great. We will make one
over the winter if no one has one. This is a
cylinder that is on a swivel for stirring up tickets.

must be submitted no later than November 20th

For more information or if you can help, please
contact Kevin Norred at

December: Christmas

tortoisehome@yahoo.com
Or call (408) 482-5437

th

must be submitted no later than December 20

The SVTTC Board members will be the judges
and will select winners each month. Winners
will receive discounts and prizes that are
donated.
Rules are simple. You can enter one photo only
per category. Therefore, you cannot use the same
photo for more than one category. The only
category you can use photo shop or any altering
photo program is the Photo Shop Category. All
photos must be original and not copied off the
Internet.
So start taking those pictures and sending them
in.

Tortoises for Adoption
18ea Red Ear Sliders Hatchlings to Adults

The Turtles and Tortoises listed and/or available through the SVTTC are for the prospective benefit of the
SVTTC members and potential new owners. No guarantees as to the health, suitability, or legality of the
adopted turtles and tortoises as pets is neither expressed nor implied. The SVTTC does its best to examine
all turtles and tortoises to deem healthy prior to release. No hidden illnesses that can be detected at the time
of physical examination will be held against the SVTTC. When adopting a new turtle or tortoise, it is
recommended that each animal be quarantined for at least 90 days from any other existing turtles/tortoises.

Club Member Classifieds / Wanted:
•

TORTOISE/TURTLES - Tortoises and Turtles for Sale
Contact: Bob or Judy Thomas (805) 481-5222 or email Thomas-turtles@juno.com
Sales to CTTC Members only
Tortoises:
Leopard $100
Elongated $100
Star
$450
Egyptian $450
Turtles:
European Pond $100
Reeves $25
Painted $25

•

TORTOISE SUPPLIES – PROCEEDS GO TO SVTTC ADOPTIONS
Contact Kevin Norred @ (408) 482-5437 or tortoisehome@yahoo.com
For CTTC Members only- Quantities Limited
Calcium Powder 1lb.
Mazuri Tortoise Chow Pellets 2lb
5lb
Bigger quantity can be purchased. Call for price
*Small K & H Heat Pads 12.5” X 18.5”
*Medium K & H Heat Pads 16.5” X 22.5”
*Large K & H Heat Pads 22.5” X 28.5”

•

$ 5.00
$10.00
$20.00
$45.00 (Petco Price $70.00)
$50.00 (Petco Price $80.00)
$55.00 (Petco Price $100.00)

WANTED: RED FOOTED & LEOPARD TORTOISES
Contact Kevin at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM or call (408) 482-5437
Looking for adult or sub adult Red Foot , Cherry Head & Leopard Tortoises
- LTC or Domestic Bred preferred. Looking for Female or Juvenile Leopards

•

WANTED: GREEK TORTOISES (FEMALES)
Contact Kevin at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM or call (408) 482-5437
Looking for adult or sub adult Greek Female Tortoises
- LTC or Domestic Bred preferred.

•

FOR SALE: GIANT LEOPARD TORTOISES (Yearlings) Pardalis Pardalis
Contact: Jerry Gach (408) 227-5267 or email jerrygach@comcast.net
Local Pick up only (San Jose)
These are the largest species of Leopard Tortoise. $250.00

•

FOR SALE: LEOPARD TORTOISES (1 YR OLD) Pardalis Pardalis
Contact: Gilbert Castro email dotboop@earthlink.net
$250.00 SVTTC Member discount - $175ea

•

FOR SALE: KNOB TAILED GECKOS Ameryi
Contact: Setiva @ 408-679-5672 or setiva@sbcglobal.net

•

BOARDING: Tortoises / Box Turtles (Non-Aquatic)
Contact: Kevin Norred email tortoisehome@yahoo.com or call (408) 482-5437
Are you going away for a few days and need someone to watch your little guy/gal? I am offering my
services to anyone in need of a babysitter. I usually have a couple tanks that are available for smallmedium turtles and tortoises. Prices start at $5.00 a day pending if caging is needed. Call for Quote:

•

MARGINATED TORTOISES FOR SALE
Contact: Carol Anaya @ 408-316-0860(Cell) or 408-865-1305(Home)
2009 T. Marginated Tortoise Hatchlings $125 ea

•

WANTED: SPOTTED TURTLES & WOOD TURTLES
Contact: John Nichols (650) 858-2682 or email 1jpnichols@comcast.net

•

FOR SALE: HOGNOSE SNAKES
Contact: Kevin at T34racing@yahoo.com or call (408) 482-5437
20” – 22” Purchased as (2)Females. One is Red Phase and other is suppose to be Het Albino
(1) Male Normal Phase with lots of Orange/Black Markers on Belly
$400.00 for Trio (Ready to breed in 2009-2010 season)

•

BABY BOX TURTLES FOR SALE
Contact: Kevin at T34racing@yahoo.com
Baby Box Turtles 3-Toed (Hatched Mid July)
Taking Names….still making sure they are eating well
Price will be $40.00ea

•

SEEKING NEW HOME FOR SULCATA TORTOISES
Contact: Mike Repps at mikesreps@yahoo.com
3 Adult Male Sulcatas for Adoption
(1) 100lb & (2) 60lb

•

BABY CRESTED GECKOS FOR SALE
Contact: Kevin at TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM
Several color variations
Prices range from $50.00 to $100 for 1-5 month olds Unsexed

Commercial Vendors / Retailers
Are you interested in advertising in one of the leading Turtle and Tortoise Newsletters in
California? If you would like your logo or business card inserted in one of the below
squares, please contact Kevin @ Tortoisehome@yahoo.com. Sponsoring Vendors are
waived any fees. Non Sponsoring Vendors, $20 donation a month.

Slo-Mo-Shun Exotics
Your #1 source for Turtles, Tortoises, Snakes and
other Reptiles & Products
San Jose, CA

slomoshunexotics@yahoo.com
THEWORMDUDE.COM

Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise
Club
Fundraiser
Please join us to help raise funds for the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise
Club while we have a great time. Come help us out, and help you to the
freshest, best-tasting pizza in town.
Just bring this flyer with you on the date below and give it to the order taker before you
order. We’ll give 15% of your order (excluding sales tax) to the Silicon Valley Turtle and
Tortoise Club.

Date: Monday October 5th
(Call in your order early to avoid delay)

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Meeting starts at 7pm
Location: 14940 Camden Avenue
San Jose, CA 95124
(408) 371-9550

Fresno Reptile Show
Show Dates: November 7th & 8th
Show Times: 9:00 am- 6:00 pm
Show location:
Manchester Center
1901 E. Shields Ave.
Fresno Ca. 93726
No Venomous Reptiles!
No Endangered Species Allowed!
***All animals in possession must comply with all California state laws***

………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………

Vendor Information
All tables must be paid in advance
To secure a location please prepay by Oct. 15, 2009
Electricity is provided free of charge
Extra tables available for an additional fee
Please notify in advance for any special requests or

Tables Start at $150
Contact info:
Jonathan Rendon- 559-286-5761
Nick Crawford - 559-593-2942

