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This month’s cover picture is one of Kevin Norred’s Cherry Head Red Footed Tortoises. Photo by Robert Shields

Next Meeting:
Next club meeting is Monday, July 6th at 7pm. Banquet room is open at 5pm
Topic of Interest:
At the time of the newsletter distribution, Robert was in the middle of arranging a Guest
Speaker. Please visit the club website at www.tortoise.org/siliconvalley for guest speaker
updates.
Location:
Round Table Pizza
14940 Camden Avenue (Corner of Union and Camden Ave)
San Jose, CA 95128
(408) 371-9550

From the Editor
By Kevin Norred

Hi Everyone,
Hope everyone had a great spring! Summer is
upon us and the weather is beginning to warm
up. I know things are warming up not just by the
thermometer, but how many pounds of
vegetables I am going through with my herd.
Seems the warmer the weather, the more the
Sulcata’s think they are starving. I am not sure
what is worse, the food bill or having to pick up
after them. I always give warning to anyone
that steps foot in my yard to watch out for the
land mines.
The SVTTC is just around the corner from our
1-year anniversary. We are looking at having a
club BBQ sometime in September or October.
This BBQ will be to celebrate our 1-year
anniversary as well as allow the public an
opportunity to come and visit some of the turtles
and tortoise we will have on display. Jessica
Gopp has been seeking out possible venues and
has narrowed it down to one. We are just trying
to establish a good date now. We are looking at
the Prusch Farm in San Jose near Highway
101/280. Besides the large picnic area, there is a
huge playground for the kids and a Barn full of
farm animals from the 4H organization. She is
working out the dates and details right now, so
stay tuned. This will be a great opportunity for
everyone to share their pets with everyone,
socialize with others who have similar interest
and just have a lot of fun. We will be having
some games and some misc events going on to
help raise money for the club. Jessica will be
looking for a handful of volunteers so when we
get a date established, let us know if you can
help out. I will have more details when we get
closer.
This is going to be the fourth issue of the
SVTTC News. I hope everyone is enjoying the
info that I have provided. If you have an article
that is not copyrighted or would like to
contribute to the newsletter, please submit it to
me. I am looking for species specific articles
and/or habitat setup articles.

We have a large show coming up in August that
will require a handful of volunteers to be on site
to help answer questions and maintain the booth.
August 8 & 9th the San Jose Reptile Show is
coming to town. We are hoping to have a large
enough area where we can bring in all sorts of
turtles and tortoises for display and education.
We are working out the details now as we are
trying to join up with the BAARS organization
to have one awesome setup of all types of
reptiles. Gilbert Castro will be coordinating the
efforts in making this one of our best shows.
This will be a great time to educate the new
potential Turtle/Tortoise Pet parents, Current Pet
Parents and Breeders. As we saw in San
Francisco, we need to reach out to those who are
selling these animals also. If you have an
opportunity to come and visit, please do so. If
you have some time that you can spare, we are
always looking for people to relieve the core
helpers for a little bit. If you can help out just for
an hour or so, let Gilbert know. We will have
no parking passes and limited show entry passes,
however for those who will be helping out most
of the weekend, we will see what we can do.
The logo is still in the works. Philip Edholm is
heading up the project. We have had a couple
volunteers step up to assist in the design. I hope
to have this project completed soon as many of
us want to get T-shirts going.
Another thing we are working on this month is
membership-cards for all members of the
SVTTC. Gilbert is doing the proofs right now,
but once we get them printed, we will be issuing
them to members. Most likely we will be
handing them out at the meetings and shows. If
you don’t attend the meetings, we will look at an
alternative to getting the membership cards out.
We don’t want to mass mail them as that can
become quite expensive.
I believe that is about it. I want to thank
everyone in their support and dedication to the
Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club. If you
are not a member, you are missing out.
Have a wonderful summer and See you all soon
Kev

July Trivia

SVTTC Notes
Are you a Club Member?
You do not have to be a member to attend the
meetings. If you would like to join the SVTTC,
membership fee is $20/yr and you can signup at
the meeting or request a membership form by
emailing tortoisehome@yahoo.com and mailing
to the address on the form. There is also an
attached copy at the back of the newsletter.
Benefits of being a member include an endless
source of information, meet new friends with
common interest, bi-monthly Tortuga Gazette
Newsletter, ability to adopt through the CTTC
Adoption program, receive discounts to
businesses or shows when offered and have a lot
of fun. Also, we will be having special events
for SVTTC members.
Join Today!!!

Having Dinner at Round Table
Pizza at the Meeting?

Would you like a free Raffle
Ticket?
Each month we will be sharing with the club
members some information on a particular
species of Turtle or Tortoise throughout the
world and if you can guess what the species
is, write down the answer on a blank piece of
paper with your name and email info on it.
When you come to the club meeting, turn
these sheets into Robert. If correct, you will
get a free raffle ticket towards one of our
great drawing of prizes we have.

Here is the Trivia Question:
What Species of Turtle / Tortoise Am I?
Clues:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Attached to this newsletter is a print out for
those who will be eating at Round Table Pizza
the evening of the meeting. 15% of all club
member pizza sales go back to the club. Please
print out the form and bring with you. If you
forget, see Kevin in the meeting room before
purchasing a meal. If possible, please turn in
receipts to Joseph so we can keep track of the
money spent as well so we can estimate the
money coming back to the club.

Club Meeting Donation Drawing:
The club will be having a drawing to raise
money for adoptions and club events. Raffle
tickets are $1.00 each. We have a large
assortment of food, filters and misc. items
donated by several vendors. Please support the
various programs.

6.

7.
8.
9.

This months trivia Turtle/Tortoise is Native to
Canada, United States and Mexico
This Turtle/Tortoise is in the genus Chrusemys
This Turtle/Tortoise lives in ponds, lakes,
marshes and slow moving rivers.
The average maximum carapace size or shell
length is about 25cm or 10 inches in length.
There are four subspecies of this Turtle/Tortoise
in North America; Eastern, Midland, Western and
Southern
The Eastern Subspecies averages only about 7”,
The Midland Subspecies averages only about 6”,
the Southern Subspecies averages about 5” and
the Western Sub Species averages about 9” in
length.
This Turtle/Tortoise is the Official state reptile
for Colorado
This Turtle/Tortoise sells for on average about
$50-100 in the pet trade
This Turtle/Tortoise as an adult has skin
colorations at the head, feet, neck, tail and shell
that include Red and Yellow.

What species or Turtle or Tortoise am I?
_______________________

Continued from previous page:

July Trivia
Answer to the past months Trivia question were:
April: Elongated Tortoise
May: Radiated Tortoise
June: Mata Mata Turtle

Current Events
Upcoming Events:
July 24th

BAARS Club Meeting

July 25th

BAARS Sulphur Creek
Show
Campbell Turtle Walk

August ?

Meeting Agenda:
I.
II.
III.

VIII

Officer Introductions
Membership Introductions
Officer’s Reports
• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Treasurer
Adoption Chairman’s Report
Announcements
• CTTC
• SVTTC
• Non Club Events
• Open Floor for anyone to
announce events or activities
• San Jose Reptile Show
• SVTTC BBQ
Fundraisers
• Round Table Pizza
• Adoption Supplies
Committees Needed
• Vet Listings
• Club Logo
• Shows and Events
Presentation -T.B.D.

IX

Open Floor

IV.
V.

VI

VII

August 5th-8th

7th Annual Turtle Survival
Alliance Symposium on
Chelonian Conservation
and Biology ST. Louis,
Missouri

August 8 - 9th

San Jose Reptile Show

August 8th

Gus’s Birthday Party

August 28th

BAARS Club Meeting
Turtle & Tortoise Night

September ?

Club BBQ

September 26-27thSacramento Reptile Show
September Mtg

Nominees for Club
Officers

October Mtg

Officer Elections

November Mtg

Newly elected Officers
take position

X
Adjourn
The next meeting is Monday, August 3, 2009 at
7:00 pm, same location.

Common Snapper – Photo by Robert Shields

Turtle Walk
Want to see some aquatic turtles in a natural
setting? Do you need a little exercise? Well,
why not combine the two. At least once a
month, Vice President Robert Shields is
conducting hikes and walks that will take you
through some of the local ponds, streams and
lakes and help spot some of our native and non
native species of turtles which have been
occupying our waters. It is suggested to bring a
good set of walking shoes, water and a set of
binoculars or a scope to sight turtles in a
distance. These events are open to the whole
family. Walks generally take 1-3 hours pending
the site. For more information, please contact
Robert Shields at:
thegenerousdaneskitchen@hotmail.com

Need Some Info?
By Kevin Norred

Here are some useful websites that I personally
have visited and enjoy::

WWW.TORTOISEFORUM.ORG
WWW.TURTLETIMES.ORG
WWW.KINGSNAKE.COM
WWW.SULCATASTATION.COM

SVTTC Officers:
President: Joseph Alvarado
info@reptilecompany.com
Vice President: Robert Shields
thegenerousdaneskitchen@hotmail.com
Secretary: Philip Edholm
philipbmi@aol.com
Treasurer: Gilbert Castro
DotBoop@earthlink.net
Adoptions Chairman: Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com
Board of Directors: Setiva Woodring
gobaars@yahoo.com
Board of Directors: Yvonne (Corky) Mariani
cmari2235@aol.com
Board of Directors: Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com

SVTTC Volunteers:
SVTTC Reptile Show Coordinators: Gilbert
Castro, Dorothy Castro
DotBoop@earthlink.net
SVTTC Event Coordinator: Jessica Gopp

Future Newsletters:
If you would like to contribute to the monthly
newsletter, we are looking to add articles about
fun tips or experiences you may have come
across. Please contact Kevin Norred at
tortoisehome@yahoo.com . Please no copy
righted info.

Foxee_77@yahoo.com
We are always looking for helpers and
volunteers so if you would like to be part of the
SVTTC team, please contact one of the officers.

CTTC
Conservation
There are several conservation projects going
currently. Please visit the www.tortoise.org
website for current events.
Some of the “Hot” topics currently involve the
relocation projects of the Mojave Desert
Tortoise. Another project that is in development
stages is the Snapper Relocation Project
currently directed by Robert Shields. Robert is
trying to establish a system or network of
educational institutes, breeders and fellow
chelonian people to ship out all Common and
Alligator Snappers out of state per the California
Department of Fish and Game.

SVTTC Sponsors
The Following Retailers offer discounts for
SVTTC / CTTC Members:
None at this time (Stay Tuned)
For More Information about meetings or the
SVTTC, Please contact:
Kevin Norred, SVTTC Adoption Chairman
(408) 482-5437 or
TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM

Do you have a
Vet that you use?
Do you have a Veterinarian that you recommend
for your turtle or tortoise? The SVTTC is
putting together a list of recommended
Veterinarians who specialize in Reptiles, Turtles
and Tortoises in case someone within the club or
outside the club needs a Vet. We are looking for
Veterinarians who have specific knowledge
about Aquatic Turtles, Box Turtles and
Tortoises. If you have a Vet that you have
worked with in the past and were very happy
with their customer service, knowledge and care
please email Kevin Norred at
Tortoisehome@yahoo.com. We appreciate
any feedback. Please title your email in the
subject header” Recommended Vets”

YAHOO Groups:
Green and Black Sea Turtles at the Monterey Bay Aquarium that
are part of the non-exhibit animals. Both species are in their
outdoor holding tanks waiting for a new home that will be
constructed in the next couple years at the MBA. –Photo by Kevin
Norred

The SVTTC is now on Yahoo Groups. Setiva
has started a group for everyone to talk about
local events. Here is the link to the site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVCTTC

Grandpa The Tortoise

Grandpa the California Desert Tortoise has been in the Lutticken family for over 50 years. When
they first got him, they counted his rings on the carapace and figured he was around 45 years old
then. They estimate him to be around 95 years old currently. They adopted him when Carolyn’s
parents “rescued” him crossing the desert highway on their way to Las Vegas. He spent the first
night in the bathtub at the Flamingo Hotel. After their trip, they brought Grandpa back on the
airplane and were pretty sure this was his first time flying. After he got home to Mountain View,
they realized he was primarily a vegetarian and from that point on, he has been eating very well.
For the first 25 years, he lived in a yard with five apricot trees and during the season he would
stroll through the yard with gooey apricots smeared all over his face.
Grandpa has always lived freely in the backyard but now he is confined to a smaller townhouse
yard. He is adjusting well as some of his favorite plants from the old yard and a wooden box he
has used to hibernate have followed him. He is now using it as his home and sleeping place
during the day. He can also be found under some of the plants as well. He is very spoiled and
likes to be handfed and usually comes out when someone is in the backyard. Grandpa has been
an attraction for the family and friends for at least 3 generations of kids, and has visited many
classes and camps.
Article and Photos by Carolyn Lutticken

B.A.A.R.S. Turtle
&Tortoise Night
The Bay Area Amphibian and Reptile Society
will be hosting a meeting on August 28th at the
Cubberley Community Center in Palo Alto that
is going to have a Turtle and Tortoise theme.
Members of the B.A.A.R.S. will be bringing in
their shelled family members to show off and
help educate other members and non-members.
The Silicon Valley Turtle & Tortoise Club has
been asked to participate in bringing some for
show and tell. You do not have to be a member
to attend or participate.
If you do participate in the show & tell, please
make sure you have suitable housing (Tanks or
tubs) to hold them in during the meeting.
For more information, please contact BAARS
President Scott Alexander via email or you can
visit the www.BAARS.org website.
Scott’s email is: Alexander_Scott@yahoo.com

Sulphur Creek Reptile
Day – July 25th
This year, BAARS will be hosting a reptile show
at the Sulphur Creek Nature Center in Hayward.
BAARS members will have a variety of reptiles
and amphibians on display and will be available
to talk about their animals, their handling and
their special care needs. Come check out some
frogs, pet a 50-pound tortoise, and/or experience
a close encounter with a very large snake. The
Sulphur Creek Nature Center is a great place it's nestled in a creek-bed, so that you get the
feeling of being in the country, but it's
surprisingly close to down-town Hayward.

Sulphur Creek Reptile
Day (Cont.)
Sulphur Creek Nature Center
1801 D Street, Hayward, CA
Saturday July 25, 2009
11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
http://www.haywardr ec.org/sulphur_ creek.html
Contact:
Pete Marshall PMarshall@calwater. com.
or 408 367-8301

SVTTC ADOPTIONS
REPORT
This month, Adoptions has been quite busy. Just
in the past month, we have adopted 22 Red Ear
Sliders, 3 California Desert Tortoises, 1 Florida
Soft Shell Tortoise and 1 Greek Tortoise. All
went to awesome homes.
As some of you may know, Adoptions is
primarily run from donations. The club only
gets $5 for each $20 membership and out of that
$5 we have to pay for administrative fees and
anything else we need along with adoption
expenses. Currently the SVTTC has been very
fortunate and hasn’t used any funding from our
accounts set aside for adoptions. Most of the
funding for supplies has been from donations,
drop-offs or Kevin.
I would like to thank Setiva Woodring, Jessica
Gopp, Paul Haskins, Nancy Ferguson, Yvonne
Mariani and Diane Flagg for their help with
placing turtles and tortoises through both
BAARS and the SVTTC.

Current Available Turtles and
Tortoises for Adoption
60ea Red Ear Sliders Hatchlings to Adults
Florida Red Belly Slider

California Desert Tortoises (Coming soon) Possibly around July
Sulcata’s (Have a dozen 12”-14” males coming in July)
Turtles and Tortoises Adopted in June ‘09
22 Red Ear Sliders
3 California Desert Tortoises
1 Florida Soft Shell Turtle
1 Ibera Greek Tortoise
The Turtles and Tortoises listed and/or available through the SVTTC are for the prospective benefit of the SVTTC members
and adoptees. No guarantees as to the health, suitability, or legality of the adopted turtles and tortoises as pets is neither
expressed nor implied. The SVTTC does its best to examine all turtles and tortoises to deem healthy prior to release. No
hidden illnesses that can be detected at the time of physical examination will be held against the SVTTC. When adopting a
new turtle or tortoise, it is recommended that each animal be quarantined for at least 90 days from any other existing
turtles/tortoises.

Club Member Classifieds / Wanted:
•

TORTOISE/TURTLES
Tortoises and Turtles for Sale
Tortoises: Leopard $100, Elongata $100, Florestein $100, Star $450,
Egyptian $500
Turtles: European Pond $100, Reeves $25, Painted $25
Contact: Bob or Judy Thomas (805) 481-5222 or email Thomas-turtles@juno.com Sales to CTTC
Members only

•

TORTOISE SUPPLIES – PROCEEDS GO TO SVTTC ADOPTIONS
Calcium Powder 1lb.
$ 5.00
Mazuri Tortoise Chow Pellets 2lb
$10.00
Bigger quantity can be purchased. Call for price
*Small K & H Heat Pads 12.5” X 18.5”
$45.00 (Petco Price $70.00)
*Medium K & H Heat Pads 16.5” X 22.5”
$50.00 (Petco Price $80.00)
*Large K & H Heat Pads 22.5” X 28.5”
$55.00 (Petco Price $100.00)
For CTTC Members only- Quantities Limited
Contact Kevin Norred @ (408) 482-5437 or tortoisehome@yahoo.com

•

WANTED: TORTOISES
Looking for adult or sub adult Red Foot Tortoises or Cherry Head Tortoises
- LTC or Domestic Bred preferred.
Contact Kevin at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM

•

WANTED: GREEK TORTOISES (FEMALES)
Looking for adult or sub adult Greek Female Tortoises
- LTC or Domestic Bred preferred.
Contact Kevin at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM

•

FOR SALE: GIANT LEOPARD TORTOISES (Yearlings) Pardalis Pardalis
Local Pick up only (San Jose)
These are the largest species of Leopard Tortoise. $250.00
Contact: Jerry Gach (408) 227-5267 or email jerrygach@comcast.net

•

FOR SALE: LEOPARD TORTOISES (1 YR OLD) Pardalis Pardalis
$250.00 SVTTC Member discount - $175ea
Contact: Gilbert Castro email dotboop@earthlink.net

•

FOR SALE: LEOPARD GECKOS $20 ea
5ea Baby Leopards (Sex Temped For Female)
Morph: Bell Albino/ Super Hypo Tangerine Baldy
Contact: Setiva @ 408-679-5672 or setiva@sbcglobal.net

•

BOARDING: Tortoises / Box Turtles (Non-Aquatic)
Are you going away for a few days and need someone to watch your little guy/gal? I am offering my
services to anyone in need of a babysitter. I usually have a couple tanks that are available for smallmedium turtles and tortoises. Prices start at $5.00 a day pending if caging is needed. Call for Quote:
Contact: Kevin Norred email tortoisehome@yahoo.com

•

FOR SALE: Russian Tortoises $50 ea
Russian Tortoises are about 4-6” in length. Most are males.
Contact: Kevin @ 408-482-5437 or tortoisehome@yahoo.com

Commercial Vendors / Retailers
Are you interested in advertising in one of the leading Turtle and Tortoise Newsletters in California? If
you would like your logo or business card inserted in one of the below squares, please contact Kevin @
Tortoisehome@yahoo.com.

Slo Mo Shun Exotics
Your #1 source for Turtle and Tortoise Products
San Jose, CA

slomoshunexotics@yahoo.com

Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club
Fundraiser
Please join us to help raise funds for the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club while
we have a great time. Come help us out, and help you to the freshest, best-tasting pizza
in town.
Just bring this flyer with you on the date below and give it to the order taker before you order. We’ll give
15% of your order (excluding sales tax) to the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club.

Date: Monday July 6th
(Call in your order early to avoid delay)

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Meeting starts at 7pm
Location: 14940 Camden Avenue
San Jose, CA 95128
(408) 371-9550

Include Pictures of Yard, Habitat or Terrarium for the turtle or tortoise that you are interested if you
already have a living space set. Also write down on another piece of paper and attach to the application
any extra info as for knowledge, experience and other species of turtles and tortoises that you currently
have.

th

Happy 24 Birthday Gus!!!

Members of the California Turtle & Tortoise Club and the Silicon Valley Turtle & Tortoise Club and
their guests are welcome to attend and celebrate Gus's 24th hatch-day party. Bring a story to tell about
your turtle or tortoise as an "ice-breaker", bring some celery for Gus (celery has a nice long handle), and
be prepared to guess how much the large tortoises weigh. Gus shares his home with several Aldabra,
Galapagos, Sulcata and Leopard Tortoises.
Hot dogs, hamburgers, beans, chips, soda, beer, wine, etc will be provided to make this a memorable day.

Date: Saturday August 8th
Time: 11am to 4pm
Terry and Nadia live next to John D Morgan Park where parking should be available. John D Morgan
Park is located on the NE corner of San Tomas Expressway and Budd Ave in Campbell.
Contact information is:
Terry and Nadia Burtz
345 Budd Ave
Campbell, CA 95008
1-408-378-2773
terryandgus@hotmail.com

Don't forget your camera!

CALIFORNIA TURTLE & TORTOISE CLUB

CARE OF BOX TURTLES
Guide to the Care of
North American Box Turtles
Introduction
Housing
Feeding
Breeding
Hatchling Care
Health
Hibernation

INTRODUCTION
This care-sheet is a general guide to the captive care of North American box turtles in the genus
Terrapene. Box turtles are generally hardy animals that can thrive in captivity when properly
cared for. They often have distinctive personalities and can learn to respond to their keepers.
They are also very long-lived animals. It is possible for you and your box turtle to have a long
and happy relationship together if you provide a suitable environment and proper care.
Box turtles have a hinged plastron (under shell), which allows them to close up tightly inside
their shells. A healthy box turtle will have a good weight, and will react when picked up either by
struggling to escape or by hastily withdrawing into its shell. A newly acquired box turtle should
be closely monitored for signs of illness and given time to adjust to its new surroundings. This is
especially true of box turtles obtained from pet stores. These are often ill and may suffer from
heavy infestations with internal parasites. To prevent the outbreak and spread of infections,
newly acquired box turtles should be quarantined for at least 3 months before being introduced
to others.

HOUSING
Ideally, box turtles should be kept outdoors in a backyard or in a purpose-built enclosure.
Fencing around the yard or enclosure must be secure enough to protect the turtle from dogs and
other potential predators. Box turtles can dig under or climb over fences. Adding a lip along the
top of the fence and trimming plants and vegetation growing alongside will reduce the risk of
your turtle climbing up the fence and escaping. If raccoons and skunks occur in the
neighborhood the enclosures must be covered. Plant the enclosure with small shrubs to provide
shade, and with edible plants such as strawberries. Provide moist leaf piles, compost heaps and
rotten logs for the turtle to hide, sleep and hunt in. During the summer, box turtles are most
active in the early morning and late afternoon, and after rain. In dry areas the enclosure should
be sprinkled with water daily to maintain adequate humidity. A dish of water large enough for the
turtle to soak in must be available AT ALL TIMES.
If kept indoors, a warm (75° F, 24° C), moist, roomy terrarium should be provided. It must be
furnished with a dish of water for drinking and soaking and a hide box or shelter. Potting soil

(screened for glass, plastic and other contaminants), newspaper or indoor/outdoor carpeting can
be used for the terrarium floor, but it must be kept clean. Corncob bedding and wood shavings
are dangerous and should be avoided. The terrarium should be misted daily to maintain the
humidity. Box turtles will often defecate in water and so their water bowl should be cleaned daily.
Box turtles housed indoors should be allowed outside in natural sunlight when possible and
allowed to exercise frequently. To augment natural sunlight indoors, a full-spectrum fluorescent
lamp such as a Vitalite®, Sylvania 50 or Chroma 50 light should be placed over the terrarium.

FOODS AND FEEDING
Box turtles tend to like early morning feedings. They are omnivorous in the wild, and eat a
substantial amount of insects and other invertebrates as well as fruit and some vegetable
matter. They should be offered animal matter (night crawlers, snails, slugs, worms, crickets,
Purina trout chow or low fat cat food) at least twice a week. They enjoy fruits such as tomatoes,
apples, cantaloupe, strawberries, and blackberries. Some box turtles will take greens, leafy
weeds, grape leaves and mixed vegetables. Sprinkle the food with a calcium source such as
calcium carbonate or calcium lactate once a week, and with a vitamin preparation such as
Superpreen® or Reptovite® once a month. Snails are a particularly nutritious food favored by
most box turtles. However, you must not offer snails that may have come from an area where
snail bait has been spread. If in doubt, purge the snails by maintaining them for one week on a
diet of romaine lettuce or weeds from your yard before feeding them to your turtle. NEVER use
snail bait or other pesticides in or near areas where box turtles are kept.

BREEDING & INCUBATION OF EGGS

Eastern box turtle,
excavating a nest
in her outdoor enclosure.
Photograph by
Michael J. Connor

Generally male box turtles have longer tails than females, and depending upon the particular
species, may have a concave plastron and bright red eyes. Captive box turtles may mate at
almost any time of year, although courtship peaks during the spring and fall. Box turtles usually
nest between the months of April and July. Nests are often dug at night. The female will lay 3-8
elliptical eggs, about 1 1/2 inches long, into the 3-4 inch deep flask-shaped cavity. Some
females lay multiple clutches of eggs spaced at 3-4 week intervals.

Box turtle eggs can incubate successfully if left in the ground, but precautions may be needed to
protect them from extreme climatic conditions and predators.
Many hobbyists enjoy incubating their turtle's eggs artificially. When the female has finished
laying, open the nest and carefully remove the eggs. A clean paintbrush is a useful tool for
uncovering the eggs. Box turtle eggs can be successfully incubated in a variety of ways, but a
few basic rules should be followed: (1) do not shake, rotate, or turn the eggs; (2) keep the
temperature at about 80° F (27° C); (3) maintain the humidity at about 80%.
These conditions can be met by placing the eggs on a suitable substrate (moistened vermiculite,
sphagnum moss, and damp paper towels have all been used with success) inside a suitable
container (plastic shoeboxes or plastic margarine tubs are commonly used, with the lids kept on
to help maintain the humidity). The container is placed in an incubator or in a location that
remains slightly above room temperature such as a cupboard on top of a refrigerator or above a
water heater. The eggs are checked regularly to make sure that the substrate remains damp.
The eggs should hatch in 50-90 days. If you need more information on incubation please contact
the Club.

HATCHLING CARE
It may take several days from "pipping" (the time when a hatchling first breaks through the shell)
to the actual emergence of a box turtle from its egg. It is usually best to leave the hatchling
alone as it tries to free itself from the egg other than gently spraying the eggs with tepid water to
prevent dehydration and reduce the risk of eggshell adhering to the hatchling. Once the turtle
has hatched, you may notice a yolk sac attached to the underside. It is important that this sac is
not ruptured so hatchlings should be left in their incubation containers for a day or two until the
yolk sac is absorbed.
Once the egg sac is absorbed the turtles can be moved to a suitable terrarium. Some keepers
provide an indoor set-up similar to that described above for the adults using a substrate of
potting soil. However, because hatchlings are susceptible to dehydration many keepers house
their hatchling box turtles in a more aquatic environment. A common set-up consists of a plastic
sweater box that contains about one half inch of water in which are placed "islands" of wood,
rock, or sphagnum moss that the hatchlings can easily climb out on. Alternatively the shoebox
can be tilted so that one end contains water and the other end is dry. A small plastic planter cut
in half can be added to provide a hide box. The water must be changed daily.
Hatchling box turtles are very shy and may not eat until they are several weeks old. Offer the
food in a place where the hatchling will feel secure while eating. Some hatchlings will take
Purina trout chow or cat food immediately. The best food to offer hatchlings that are reluctant
eaters is live food such as small worms, slugs, or sow bugs. Over a few days, introduce other
foods such as Purina trout chow, cat food and small pieces of fruit. Placing whatever the turtle is
already eating on a new food item will increase the likelihood of getting them to eat it.
Hatchling and young box turtles should be kept away from adult turtles and other pets. If kept
outside they should have their own enclosure where they are protected from predatory animals
and birds. You must provide places for them to hide and a dish of water dish, large enough for
them to soak in. Soaking stimulates a box turtles appetite and helps with elimination.

HEALTH
A healthy box turtle will maintain or gain weight, have bright, beady eyes, eat well, produce firm,
well-formed stools and be generally active and alert. The eyes and nose should be free of any
discharge or mucous, and the inside of the mouth should not be pale or white. Box turtles are
susceptible to several potentially fatal infectious diseases, and all newly acquired turtles should
be watched closely for signs of illness and kept in quarantine. Box turtles that are light in weight
or not perfectly healthy should be examined by an experienced veterinarian. Unhealthy turtles
will need to be isolated indoors, kept warm (85° F, 29° C) and humid, fed regularly, and not
allowed to hibernate.
Abscesses are a common problem in box turtles, often occurring as lumps or swellings on the
side of the head near to or in the ear. An abscess should be lanced and the contents removed.
The wound should be flushed with Betadine, and packed with a topical triple antibiotic.
Dry, cracking or flaky skin is usually a sign of malnourishment, dehydration or lack of humidity. It
can often be remedied by improving the quality of the diet, providing an environment more
appropriate to the needs of the animal and allowing the turtle to soak in water more often.
Bot-fly maggot infestation is seen occasionally, particularly in turtles captured from the wild, and
appears as small bumps on the fleshy parts of the body. The bumps have a hole in the middle.
Flushing the holes with Betadine may cause some of the maggots to surface where they can be
picked off with tweezers. It may be necessary to enlarge the hole so that the many brown/yellow
maggots can be removed with tweezers. Unless you are experienced with such treatments it is
recommended that the box turtle be taken to a veterinarian.
Cuts and scratches should be cleaned, treated with antibiotic, and the turtle moved indoors until
all wounds are healed. Untreated wounds may become infected or become infested with
maggots, and this can be fatal.
The shell of your turtle should be smooth and hard. Box turtles raised in captivity occasionally
suffer severe shell deformities. This is usually due to poor husbandry and is often a product of
indoor housing and being fed a nutrient poor diet. Box turtles that are limited to indoor terrariums
are at risk for shell rot, although this is more common in water turtles.
Healthy box turtles generally have voracious appetites although this does vary seasonally.
Some female box turtles may loose their appetite just prior to egg legging but regain it once the
eggs are laid. Some males will loose their appetite during breeding season, as they are too
preoccupied to eat. A box turtle that refuses food for several days should probably be taken to a
veterinarian for clinical evaluation.
Box turtle feces should be firm and hold their shape. Persistent loose or runny stools are signs
of poor nutrition or illness. The diet should be improved and a fecal sample should be examined
to determine if internal parasites such as worms or protozoa are the cause.
It is important to note that turtles can hide their illness for quite a while before showing
symptoms. Once you see signs of illness don't wait to see if your turtle will get better on its own,
it will probably get worse. A sick box turtle needs to be examined by an experienced veterinarian
to determine what is wrong as soon as possible.

HIBERNATION
In the fall, as the days become cooler, box turtles will begin to eat less, bask less, and appear
sluggish. Some will bury themselves under roots of plants, into a compost pile or dig down into
the dirt. To aid in the protection of the animal, leaves and grass clippings may be placed over

the buried turtle. Some keepers prefer to provide a suitable area for hibernation such as a dog
kennel with a floor of loose soil or dry leaves. An occasional rain is not a threat to a hibernating
box turtle, but protection may be needed against severe freezing and flooding. Because of their
high moisture requirements, box turtles should never be placed in a dry box for hibernation.
They may dehydrate and die. Box turtles reemerge in the early spring.
Only healthy, well-nourished box turtles should be allowed to hibernate. A box turtle that has not
built up sufficient fat reserves may not live through hibernation.
Visit CTTC's Chelonian Archives and The Turtle Gallery
for more information on specific box turtle species.
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