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California Western Pond Turtles on display at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. The Aquarium has currently five on display in
their outside exhibit. We recently added another to their collection, but it will be a while before he is released due to poor
neglect from the previous owner Photo by Kevin Norred

Next Meeting:
Next club meeting is Monday, June 1st at 7pm. Banquet room is open at 5pm
Topic of Interest:
“Ask The Experts” – We will be allowing members and non-members to ask any and all
questions needed. If you are shy email your question/s to one of the officers and we will
respond to you.
Location:
Round Table Pizza
14940 Camden Avenue (Corner of Union and Camden Ave)
San Jose, CA 95128
(408) 371-9550

From the Editor
By Kevin Norred

Welcome to another issue of the SVTTC News.
I would like to welcome the new and current
members to the SVTTC. If you are not a
member yet, please join and support the Silicon
Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club. There are
endless amounts of benefits. Membership is
$20.00 a year.
Over the past couple months since I started
doing this newsletter, I have come up with a
whole pool of ideas to make things better. Over
the next couple months, if time permits, I would
like for this newsletter to be not just great, but
awesome. My goal is to keep everyone up to
date on local events, state events, share some
educational experiences and load the newsletter
with as much info as possible. If you notice in
this issue, it is quite large.
If you live outside the Bay Area and feel you are
unable to make meetings and question if it is
beneficial for you to join, the answer is yes. By
joining the SVTTC, you are supporting the
SVTTC and its quest to help educate new
owners and current owners who need help.
Also, if you live outside the area and want to
host events at local venues, you will have the
support from SVTTC. Our mission is to have
fun while sharing our similar experiences and
interests, help educate the new and old pet
owners, and to learn as much as you can.
Also, retailers and suppliers who will be working
with the SVTTC will be offering members
discounts on products. I know of a handful of
breeders are currently offering price breaks on
turtles and tortoises already. You never know
when you need to add to the family.

Last month, a handful of us attended the Cow
Palace Reptile Show. I would like to thank
Dorothy and Gilbert Castro for putting the booth
together and sharing their tortoises with the
community; Robert Shields who helped out on
Sunday and brought a Russian Tortoise and
Large Box Turtle; Setiva Woodring who helped
both days by answering questions and a couple
others who stopped by, such as Paul Woodring
and Joseph Alverado. I was there as well and
helped out a little but I think next time Dorothy
is going to put a leash around my neck along
with Setiva’s as we were doing more running
around than anything. Every time Dorothy
looked up I was walking back with something I
found a deal on. Also, if you buy raffle tickets,
have Gilbert stick them in his pockets for good
luck. I think out of everyone at the show, the
gang of the SVTTC took home most of the
prizes. Gilbert touched all of our tickets at one
point and we kept winning.
Thanks again for those who helped out.
About the show, I think the SVTTC did a great
job representing our club. We have some ideas
for spending some money on banners and
promotional tools which we will be talking about
at the next meeting. This is one area we are
lacking right now. We did make a connection
with a lot of people there as I had a handful of
people asking me if I would assist in their
purchase of a tortoise or turtle. I don’t think the
vendors at the show were very helpful as many
were just overloaded with buyers. We have to
be very careful because many people who come
to these shows buy on impulse and later we see
these animals in shelters, rescues, or with us.
We need to push education not only with the
public, but with the vendors as well.
Another note that I would like to finish on is we
are just around the corner from celebrating our
club’s one-year anniversary. In August, we will
become an official chapter of the CTTC. Lets
keep things moving forward and growing and we
will have a lot of fun years from here on out.
Until next month, have a wonderful June!!!

June Trivia

SVTTC Notes
Are you a Club Member?
You do not have to be a member to attend the
meetings. If you would like to join the SVTTC,
membership fee is $20/yr and you can signup at
the meeting or request a membership form by
emailing tortoisehome@yahoo.com and mailing
to the address on the form. There is also an
attached copy at the back of the newsletter.
Benefits of being a member include an endless
source of information, meet new friends with
common interest, bi-monthly Tortuga Gazette
Newsletter, ability to adopt through the CTTC
Adoption program, receive discounts to
businesses or shows when offered and have a lot
of fun. Also, we will be having special events
for SVTTC members.

Would you like a free Raffle
Ticket?
Each month we will be sharing with the club
members some information on a particular
species of Turtle or Tortoise throughout the
world and if you can guess what the species
is, write down the answer on a blank piece of
paper with your name and email info on it.
When you come to the club meeting, turn
these sheets into Robert. If correct, you will
get a free raffle ticket towards one of our
great drawing of prizes we have.

Here is the Trivia Question:
What Species of Turtle / Tortoise Am I?
Clues:
1.
2.

Join Today!!!

3.

Having Dinner at Round Table
Pizza at the Meeting?

4.

Attached to this newsletter is a print out for
those who will be eating at Round Table Pizza
the evening of the meeting. 15% of all club
member pizza sales go back to the club. Please
print out the form and bring with you. If you
forget, see Kevin in the meeting room before
purchasing a meal. If possible, please turn in
receipts to Joseph so we can keep track of the
money spent as well so we can estimate the
money coming back to the club.

Club Meeting Donation Drawing:
The club will be having a drawing to raise
money for adoptions and club events. Raffle
tickets are $1.00 each. We have a large
assortment of food, filters and misc. items
donated by several vendors. Please support the
various programs.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

This species of Turtle/Tortoise is in the Chelus
family
The Adult size range from 12-16” in length and
can weigh as much as 35lbs
A freshwater turtle/tortoise found in South
America, primarily in the Amazon and Orinoco
basins.
French naturalist Pierre Barrère in descibes this
species as a "large turtle/tortoise with spiky and
ridged scales”
This species is a large sedentary species which
has a large triangular flattened head characterized
with many tubercles and flaps of skin and a
"horn" on its long and tubular snout
This species has a brown or black oblong
carapace can measure up to 45 cm (18 in) at adult
age. The full adult weight is 15 kg (33 lb).
This species inhabits slow moving, blackwater
streams, stagnant pools, marshes, and swamps
ranging into northern Bolivia, eastern Peru,
Ecuador, eastern Colombia, Venezuela, the
Guianas, and northern and central Brazil. The
species is strictly an aquatic species but it prefers
standing in shallow water where its snout can
reach the surface to breathe
When eating , it thrusts out its head and opens its
large mouth as wide as possible, creating a lowpressure vacuum under water that sucks the prey
into its mouth. It then snaps its mouth shut, the
water is slowly expelled, and the fish is
swallowed whole; It cannot chew due to the way
its mouth is constructed
This species is carnivorous, feeding exclusively
upon aquatic invertebrates and fish

What species or Turtle or Tortoise am I?
_______________________

Continued from previous page:

June Trivia
Answer to the past months Trivia question were:
April : Elongated Tortoise
May : Radiated Tortoise

YAHOO Groups:
The SVTTC is now on Yahoo Groups. Setiva
has started a group for everyone to talk about
local events. Here is the link to the site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVCTTC

Meeting Agenda:
I.
II.
III.

IV.
V.

VI

VII

VIII
IX

Officer Introductions
Membership Introductions
Officer’s Reports
• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Treasurer
Adoption Chairman’s Report
Announcements
• CTTC
• SVTTC
• Non Club Events
• Open Floor for anyone to
announce events
Fundraisers
• Round Table Pizza
• Adoption Supplies
Committees Needed
• Vet Listings
• Club Logo
• Shows and Events
Presentation “Ask the Experts”
Open Floor

X
Adjourn
The next meeting is Monday, July 6, 2009 at
7:00 pm, same location.

Current Events
Upcoming Events:
June 6th
August 8 - 9th
August 8th

Campbell Turtle Walk
San Jose Reptile Show
Gus’s Birthday Party

Gus” the Galapagos Tortoise’s
Birthday Party
SVTTC members Terry and Nadia Burtz of
Campbell have invited everyone over to their
house to celebrate one of their Galapagos
tortoise’s Birthdays. Gus will be 24 years old.
He only weighs about 400+ pounds. The date
will be August 8th and the party is from 11am to
4pm. They have many tortoises, which include
Galapagos Tortoises, Aldabra Tortoises,
Sulcata’s, and a Leopard Tortoise looking for a
girlfriend.
For an "ice-breaker", everyone will be asked to
tell a tortoise or turtle story (how they found,
lost, or maybe something their turtle or tortoise
did).
For a game, they will have “guess the weight” of
the big guys. For this, Terry will make a
triangular support that is supported by 3
bathroom scales and 4 people at the event will
together pick up a big tortoise and set it on the
triangular support. The person that guesses the
weight closest will be the winner.
They will have chips, dips, soda, beer, wine, hot
dogs, and hamburgers.
Bring your camera and a stalk of celery (celery
has a nice long handle for feeding)
For more information, Terry and Nadia will be at
the next club meeting or you can email Kevin for
more details.
tortoisehome@yahoo.com

Campbell
Turtle Walk

SVTTC
Officers:

By Robert Shields

President: Joseph Alvarado
On May 6th, The SVTTC had its first official
Water Turtle walk at the Perk Ponds in
Campbell. Due to the late email notice, we only
had three people but we had fun.

info@reptilecompany.com
Vice President:Robert Shields
thegenerousdaneskitchen@hotmail.com

During the 2 hours of walking around, we saw
16 water turtles, which included Red-eared
Sliders, a Yellow-bellied Cooter and a Western
Pond Turtle (the only native species). With the
weather warming up, we should be able to spot
some more.

Secretary:Philip Edholm
philipbmi@aol.com
Treasurer:Gilbert Castro
DotBoop@earthlink.net

I will be hosting another walk on June 6 at 8:30
am. Be sure to pay attention to any and all
parking restriction signs as the parking ticket is
$35. Park on Dell Avenue, trust me!

Adoptions Chairman:Kevin Norred

For more information, please see attached flyer
to this newsletter.

Board of Directors:Setiva Woodring
gobaars@yahoo.com

Thanks,
Robert Shields
SVTTC Vice President
thegenerousdaneskitchen@hotmail.com

tortoisehome@yahoo.com

Board of Directors:Yvonne(Corky) Mariani
cmari2235@aol.com
Board of Directors: Kevin Norred
tortoisehome@yahoo.com

SVTTC
Volunteers:
SVTTC Event Coordinator: Jessica Gopp
foxee_77@yahoo.com

We are always looking for helpers and
volunteers so if you would like to be part of the
SVTTC team, please contact one of the officers.
Western Pond Turtle photo by Kevin Norred

CTTC
Conservation

SVTTC
Sponsors
The Following Retailers offer discounts for
SVTTC / CTTC Members:

CTTC Snapper Turtle Relocation
Program:
The CTTC and several other local chapters are
working together to help relocate Common
Snappers and Alligator Snappers out of the state.
The California Department of Fish and Game
has a zero tolerance for these species and any
and all snappers taken in must be relocated out
of state to educational institutes, breeders or
rehabilitators. Robert Shields from the SVTTC
will be helping coordinate any and all efforts for
Northern California and the CTTC Program.
Philip Edholm also will be assisting in the
efforts.
The biggest trouble to this program is expense
due to shipping. Funding has been offered for
Alligator Snappers, but the Common Snappers
are more plentiful and not in demand. With this,
all shipping and care cost come from the CTTC
and its local chapters. The CTTC has asked all
of its chapters to make a donation to the CTTC
to establish a working fund. If you would like to
make a donation on behalf of the Snapper
Relocation program, please contact one of the
SVTTC officers. The SVTTC officers voted and
made a $200 donation on behalf of the program.
Kevin recently took in a snapper and a $200
donation was given so this money was used.

None at this time (Stay Tuned)
For More Information about meetings or the
SVTTC, Please contact:
Kevin Norred, SVTTC Adoption Chairman
(408) 482-5437 or
TORTOISEHOME@YAHOO.COM

Do you have a Vet that
you use?
Do you have a Veterinarian that you recommend
for your turtle or tortoise? The SVTTC is
putting together a list of recommended
Veterinarians who specialize in Reptiles, Turtles
and Tortoises in case someone within the club or
outside the club needs a Vet. We are looking for
Veterinarians who have specific knowledge
about Aquatic Turtles, Box Turtles and
Tortoises. If you have a Vet that you have
worked with in the past and were very happy
with their customer service, knowledge and care
please email Kevin Norred at
Tortoisehome@yahoo.com. We appreciate
any feedback. Please title your email in the
subject header” Recommended Vets”

Future Newsletters:
If you have an article that you would like to
contribute to the SVTTC or maybe write
something that you may have experienced or an
exciting tip, we are looking to add some fun
stuff to the monthly newsletter. Please no
copyrighted info.

Current Available Turtles and
Tortoises for Adoption
Red Ear Sliders Hatchlings to Adults
California Desert Tortoises (Coming soon) Possibly around July
Sulcatas (Have a dozen 12”-14” males coming in June)
Ibera Greek Male (Severe Shell rot and chronic respiratory problems)

Club Member Classifieds:
•

TORTOISE/TURTLES
Tortoises and Turtles for Sale
Tortoises: Leopard $100, Elongata $100, Florestein $100, Star $450, Egyptian $500
Turtles: Eastern Box $25.00, Gulf Coast Box $25.00, European Pond $100,
Reeves $25, Painted $25
Contact: Bob or Judy Thomas (805) 481-5222 or email Thomas-turtles@juno.com Sales to CTTC
Members only

•

TORTOISE SUPPLIES – PROCEEDS GO TO SVTTC ADOPTIONS
Calcium Powder 1lb.
$ 5.00
Mazuri Tortoise Chow Pellets 2lb
$10.00
Bigger quantity can be purchased. Call for price
*Small K & H Heat Pads 12.5” X 18.5”
$45.00 (Petco Price $70.00)
*Medium K & H Heat Pads 16.5” X 22.5”
$50.00 (Petco Price $80.00)
*Large K & H Heat Pads 22.5” X 28.5”
$55.00 (Petco Price $100.00)
For CTTC Members only- Quantities Limited
Contact Kevin Norred @ (408) 482-5437 or tortoisehome@yahoo.com

•

WANTED: TORTOISES
Looking for adult or sub adult Red Foot Tortoises or Cherry Head Tortoises
- LTC or Domestic Bred preferred.
Contact Kevin at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM

•

WANTED: GREEK TORTOISES (FEMALES)
Looking for adult or sub adult Greek Female Tortoises
- LTC or Domestic Bred preferred.
Contact Kevin at T34RACING@YAHOO.COM

•

FOR SALE: GIANT LEOPARD TORTOISES (Yearlings) Pardalis Pardalis
Local Pick up only (San Jose)
These are the largest species of Leopard Tortoise. $250.00
Contact: Jerry Gach (408) 227-5267 or email jerrygach@comcast.net

•

FOR SALE: LEOPARD TORTOISES (1 YR OLD) Pardalis Pardalis
$250.00 SVTTC Member discount - $175ea
Contact: Gilbert Castro email dotboop@earthlink.net

Commercial Vendors / Retailers
Are you interested in advertising in one of the leading Turtle and Tortoise Newsletters in California? If
you would like your logo or business card inserted in one of the below squares, please contact Kevin @
Tortoisehome@yahoo.com.

Slo Mo Shun Exotics
Your #1 source for Turtle and Tortoise Products
San Jose, CA

slomoshunexotics@yahoo.com

Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club
Fundraiser
Please join us to help raise funds for the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club while
we have a great time. Come help us out, and help you to the freshest, best-tasting pizza
in town.
Just bring this flyer with you on the date below and give it to the order taker before you order. We’ll give
15% of your order (excluding sales tax) to the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club.

Date: Monday June 1st
(Call in your order early to avoid delay)

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Meeting starts at 7pm
Location: 14940 Camden Avenue
San Jose, CA 95128
(408) 371-9550

Include Pictures of Yard, Habitat or Terrarium for the turtle or tortoise that you are interested if you
already have a living space set. Also write down on another piece of paper and attach to the application
any extra info as for knowledge, experience and other species of turtles and tortoises that you currently
have.

CARESHEET OF THE MONTH
CALIFORNIA TURTLE & TORTOISE CLUB

CARE OF DESERT TORTOISES
Guide to the Care of the Desert Tortoise
Introduction
Care of Adult Tortoises
Care of Hatchling Tortoises

INTRODUCTION
This care-sheet provides information on caring for adult desert tortoises and their hatchlings.
The desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) is endangered in the wild and is protected under
Federal and State laws. It is illegal to buy or sell desert tortoises, or to take them from the
desert. In California, a permit is required to possess desert tortoises. Obtaining a permit is
simple. Contact the California Department of Fish and Game, or the California Turtle and
Tortoise Club for a permit application. The California Department of Fish and Game provides a
tag to attach to the tortoise, and this is a useful way of identifying your tortoise if it should stray.
California Turtle and Tortoise Club Adoption Chairs now tag all tortoises that are placed through
the CTTC adoption programs.
For good reason, it is against the law to release captive desert tortoises back into the wild.
Released captives have a low survival rate, and may pass diseases into the wild population with
devastating consequences. Contact the California Turtle and Tortoise Club if you need to find a
new home for a tortoise.

CARE OF ADULT DESERT TORTOISES
Housing | Feeding | Sexing | Health | Hibernation

Desert tortoises are known to live as long as 60-80 years, and probably may live even longer.
Because growth varies with food availability and other conditions and tortoises grow faster in
captivity it is impossible to determine the exact age of an adult tortoise.

HOUSING
In order to thrive, adult desert tortoises must be kept outdoors in a large area. They should be
provided with shelter from the sun and cold, and a place to retire at night. They need plenty of
room to exercise and browse. If possible, give them the run of your entire yard. Make sure that
the yard is escape-proof and that pools are fenced off. Eliminate any poisonous plants, and do
not use chemical pesticides or fertilizers in the area. It is cruel and inhumane to tether a tortoise
by the legs or by holes drilled in the shell.

FEEDING

Desert tortoise dining on dandelion
Photograph by Michael J. Connor

Healthy tortoises have enormous appetites! Growing grass, weeds, dandelions, alfalfa, nopales
(Opuntia cactus), and rose and hibiscus flowers are excellent food sources. Supplement this diet
with vegetables such as endive, escarole, broccoli, squashes such as zucchini, chopped carrots,
mixed vegetables, small amounts of kale, romaine and other dark-green leafy vegetables.
Sprinkling the food with ground-up rabbit or guinea pig pellets is a good way to add extra fiber to
the diet. Tortoises have a high calcium requirement: occasionally sprinkle the food with calcium
carbonate or offer a calcium-rich source such as boiled chicken eggshells or cuttlefish bone for
them to eat. Occasionally sprinkle the food with a suitable vitamin preparation. Provide a shallow
dish of water for drinking and soaking.

SEXING
Desert tortoise hatchlings have a flat plastron (bottom shell) until they reach about 8 inches in
length (10-15 years of age in the wild; 5-10 years in captivity). At this time the plastron of the
male becomes noticeably concave, whereas the female's plastron remains flat. Adult males also
have longer gular horns, a longer tail, and enlarged glands under the chin.
Shortly after emerging from hibernation male tortoises will begin pursuing the females. Male
tortoises will frequently fight with each other at this time. Because of the risk of one being
overturned, it may be necessary to keep males separate from each other. Sometime between
May and July females will begin to carefully search for a suitable site to dig their nests, in which
they will lay a clutch of 2 to 12 ping-pong ball sized eggs. Often they will undertake several "trial"
excavations in the process. Occasionally a female may lay more than one clutch in a season.

HEALTH
It is important that the keeper gets to know the normal behavior of his/her tortoise because
behavioral changes are often the first sign of illness. Tortoises are susceptible to respiratory
ailments, such as the Upper Respiratory Tract Disease that has decimated the wild population in
California and Nevada. Warning signs are a runny or bubbly nose, loss of appetite, and gasping.
Respiratory disease can often be cured if treatment is begun immediately. For swollen eyes,
wounds or injuries contact a veterinarian immediately. Sick or wounded tortoises must be moved
inside away from flies. Worms and other parasites are sometimes a problem in desert tortoises.
Symptoms such as loss of weight and lack of energy for no apparent reason are an indication.
The California Turtle and Tortoise Club maintains a list of veterinarians who treat tortoises.

HIBERNATION
Usually by late October as the days become cooler, the tortoise will eat less, bask less, and
appear sluggish. A suitable hibernation place may have to be provided. Some tortoise owners
use a dog house insulated with a thick layer of dry soil, leaves, or shredded newspaper. The
entrance should be covered with a tarp to protect it from flood or rain.
Many keepers prefer to "store" their pets in the garage. The tortoise is placed in a stout
cardboard box that is deep enough that it cannot climb out, and is covered with insulating layers
of newspaper. The box is placed up off the cement floor in an area free from drafts or rats. If the
box is placed in your garage, remember not to run automobile engines because of the risk of
poisoning from the fumes. A cool closet is also a safe place for hibernation.
Some tortoises will build a burrow, and in some areas may successfully hibernate themselves.
However, before allowing this, consider the location of the burrow. If there is a significant risk of
flooding from heavy rainfall do not allow your pet to hibernate there.
A hibernating tortoise should be checked periodically. A sleeping tortoise will usually respond if
its foot is touched. If the tortoise should waken, encourage it to return to sleep. When the days
begin to warm, around March or April, the tortoise will become active in its storage box. At this
time, a warm bath should be given, and the tortoise will often take a long steady drink. Within a
week or two it should resume its normal activity of eating, exercising and sunbathing.
It is important that a tortoise be plump and in good health before hibernating; otherwise, it may
not survive the winter. By the end of the summer, a well fed tortoise will form fat reserves around
its shoulders and legs.
DO NOT HIBERNATE A SICK OR INJURED TORTOISE!
If for some reason you do not wish your tortoise to hibernate, it must be brought indoors and
kept at a warm temperature (75-85° F) for it to remain active. It will require room for exercising
and regular feedings.

CARE OF HATCHLING DESERT TORTOISES

Hatchling Desert Tortoise
Photographs by Julia Gillin

Like other tortoises, desert tortoises hatch from their eggs with the help an "egg tooth" or
caruncle on the tip of their snout. They are folded over inside the eggs, and their shells do not
harden until after they hatch. The shell may remain flexible for a few weeks, but should harden
with proper diet and sunlight. After it pips the egg shell, a hatchling may wait inside the egg until
the yolk sac is absorbed. If the yolk sac is large when the hatchling leaves its egg, place the
hatchling on clean wax paper until the yolk is absorbed. Take care during the first few days to
avoid rupturing the yolk sac. A ruptured yolk sac can lead to a hatchling becoming infected, or
even bleeding to death.
It is almost impossible to determine the sex of a new born tortoise from its shape. While few
hatchlings survive to adult size in the wild, losses in captivity are not so great, and with proper
care most hatchlings will thrive.

HOUSING
A large glass aquarium is suitable for hatchlings as it allows sufficient room for movement and
has sides that are high enough to protect them from drafts.
Newspaper, paper towels, rabbit or guinea pig pellets, sterile dry potting soil (screened for
broken glass, plastic etc.), or garden dirt may be used to cover the floor of the tank. Whatever
floor covering is used, it must be kept clean. A hide box should be provided for sleeping.
Hatchlings should not be placed with larger tortoises or they may be injured.

HEATING AND LIGHTING
Hatchlings do best when kept in a temperature gradient of 75-90° F (24-32° C) during the day
falling to 70-75° F (21-23° C) at night. A temperature gradient can be achieved by heating one
end of the tank using a heating pad set on low, an under tank heating pad, or a light bulb and
leaving the other end unheated. The temperatures generated by these methods will depend
upon the size of the aquarium or terrarium, and on the temperature of the room it is located in.
Use a thermometer to measure the temperature. A full spectrum fluorescent lamp such as a
Vitalite, mounted above the tank, will provide some of the elements of sunlight. The light should
be turned off at night.

SUNLIGHT
When the temperature is above 70° F (21° C) the hatchlings should be allowed outdoors to
graze and to bask in the sun as much as possible; however, they must have shade available at
all times. They should be placed in an enclosed area covered with chicken wire or similar netting
to protect them from birds, cats, dogs, rats and other predators. Check them frequently as they
tip over easily.
NEVER put tortoises or turtles outside in a glass aquarium: it could heat up like a greenhouse,
and hatchlings can succumb to overheating very easily.

FEEDING
Offer a well-chopped variety of food several times a day, as their intake is small. Hatchlings
should be fed a mix of weeds, grasses, flowers, greens and vegetables. This may include:
garden weeds such as dandelions, grass, hibiscus and rose flowers, clover, nopales (Opuntia
cactus), endive, escarole, alfalfa, kale, broccoli, romaine. Avoid feeding ice-berg lettuce,
because of its poor nutritional value.
Twice a week, sprinkle powdered calcium carbonate on the food, and twice a month sprinkle the
food with a vitamin preparation such as Vionate, Reptivite or Superpreen. Broken calcium
carbonate pills or cuttlebone can be left in the enclosure for the tortoises to eat at will.
Hatchlings should be allowed to soak and drink in a shallow dish of water at least 2 times per
week. The dish should be small enough so that they can get in and out by themselves. Liquid
vitamin preparations may be added to the water at each soaking.

HIBERNATION OF HATCHLINGS
Many tortoise owners feel that hatchlings housed indoors should remain active and not be
allowed to hibernate for the first one or two winters. When they do hibernate, keep them at a
temperature of about 50° F (10° C) in a dark area with clean dry leaves or shredded paper in
which they can burrow. Check them frequently. If they awaken, they should be soaked in
lukewarm water and food should be offered.

