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Lots of Changes! 

By Kevin Norred 

Publisher 

This is the just a description of what is in store over the 

next couple of months.  As you can see, this month‟s 

newsletter is different from all the past issues I have 

done.  To start, the name of the newsletter has changed 

to “The Turtle Tribune” as it will no longer represent 

the Silicon Valley Turtle and Tortoise Club.   The 

SVTTC Club president has opted to do his own club 

publication for SVTTC members only.   From this 

point on, I will be free lancing each issue as my own 

publication to help get as much info out to all keepers 

and lovers of turtles and tortoises about conservation, 

preservations and education.   I will continue to work 

with many of the organizations I am working with now 

and more to come.  With the change of name, you will 

also notice the new distribution method now online 

with a link via my new website.  This will help keep 

file sizes down without clogging email accounts.  With 

each issue for the 2011 season, we will be introducing 

new columns and articles including species of the 

month, websites of the month, Q & A columns and 

much more.    You are not going to want to miss a 

single issue.  Another big change is I am going to start 

publishing ”The Turtle Tribune” bi-monthly so you 

 
 

 

Continued on page 2 

 

Photos by Jessica Norred – (above) Sub Adult Map 

Turtle basking in the sun (Below) Juvenile California 

Desert Tortoise getting some exercise. 
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will see newsletters in January, March, May, July, 

September, October and December.  More info takes 

more time to layout. 

 

Over the next year, I will be incorporating the new 

website (www.tortoisehome.org ) and newsletter into 

one large database of info for everyone.   The 

newsletter and website are free of charge and if you 

know someone who loves turtles and tortoises, have 

them email me to receive a notice when each 

publication is posted on the website.  At this time, I do 

most of the articles or find most of them, but I am 

looking for individuals who would love to publish 

personal pictures, articles and info on just about 

anything related to turtles and tortoises.  I know many 

of you are bashful, but think about what your 

experiences and knowledge could do for someone.    

This is a great opportunity to help educate people all 

around the world.   

 

With all the changes happening, I am still going to 
continue on with some of the great projects I have 

been working on like presentations, nature walks and 

public display/presentations.  Starting in April, we are 

looking at about 4 different sites that contain Western 

Pond Turtles and other various species.  I have asked 

Paul Haskins, Wildlife Biologist, to do these walks.  

Paul is very familiar with native reptiles and 

amphibians and does a great job teaching about them.  

I have several public outreach presentations in the 

works as well.   We will be visiting various shops and 

public places to spread the word and help educate 

people on proper care and setups.  As to the 

presentations, they are still in the negotiating stages, 

but once finalized, I will let everyone know.   I think 

this is very important to expose as many people as 

possible to proper care and husbandry.  I will be 

reaching out occasionally for help from everyone as it 

is a lot of work.  The end result is to help people and 

the turtles and tortoises! 
 

As you may notice from the website, I have started up 

again doing private rescue and adoptions where I left 

off in 2008.  Prior to my Adoption Chairman and 

Committee positions within the SVTTC from 2008-

2010, I did private rescue and adoptions.  Now I will 

continue on where I left off, but will do more 

promoting to let people know that releasing their 

unwanted aquatic turtles in our waterways is not 

recommended and is illegal and provide an opportunity 

to relocate unwanted Red Ear Sliders through me.  As I 

receive turtles and tortoises that come to me for 

adoption, I will be posting them on the website.        

All applications will be taken in and considered. Those 

that are not used will be put on file.   If you are looking 

to adopt a turtle or tortoise in the future, fill out a form 

so I have it on file as you never know when one is 

looking for a home.   The most common species we 

see are male Sulcata„s Tortoises, Russian Tortoises, 

Box Turtles, Red Ear Sliders and occasionally a Cooter 

or various Sliders.  On rare occasions do Greeks and 

other exotic species come in.  

  

I will also be spending some time focusing on 

California‟s native aquatic turtle as information is 

limited and I feel it is very important to educate about 

these species.   With limited sources in central coast 

populations, these species are often mistaken for Red 

Ear Sliders as they have just about populated every 

stream, creek and lake in Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and 

San Benito County.   Within the year, we will set up a 

survey online so when people do spot Western Pond 

Turtles, we can keep track of where wild populations 

may exist.    

 

Continued from page 1 

Continued on page 3 

 

(Top) Texas Map Turtle & Painted Turtles (Bottom) 

Spotted Turtle habitat at the Oakland Zoo.   Photos by 

Jessica Norred 

 

http://www.tortoisehome.org/
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What has been going on locally? 

On January 8
th
, The California Turtle and Tortoise 

Club had its first of four Executive meetings.  I have 

attended the last two January meetings these past 

couple years and enjoy each one as they are always 

held at the Los Angeles County Arboretum.  If you 

never have been, it is just so relaxing in the morning to 

walk.   I typically get there about 8am in the morning 

and walk for a couple hours prior to the meeting and 

enjoy the scenery of non-native plants from around the 

world.   This year, I spent a lot of time on the North 

side of the park paying more attention to the plants of 

Madagascar with the hopes of someday having 

Radiated Tortoises again.   Throughout the walk, I 

came across many different species of wildlife 

including various waterfowl, peacocks, squirrels, 

native birds and occasionally the wild flock of parrots 

consisting of what I can see were Cherry-Head 

Conures, Nanday Conures, Blue Crown Conures and a 

few other species of green Conures. I thought I saw 

some Quaker Parakeets off in a distance, but was 

unable to make positive identification.      

 

At the meeting, the CTTC went over plans for the 

2011 year.   Much of the discussion was oriented 

around Adoptions, Snappers & Restricted Species and 

new policies to be added to the CTTC Bylaws in the 

subject of “Conflict of Interest”.   Also, Mary Cohen, 

Editor and CTTC Webmaster mentioned many new 

ideas and projects that she will be sharing with us 

CTTC members in the Tortuga Gazette in the future 

months.   She has a lot of great ideas in store.  She 

would like CTTC members to start submitting articles 

for the Tortuga Gazette about what is going on in their 

areas and personal experiences. 

 

After the executive meeting, I attended the Pomona 

Reptile Show.   There were Snakes, Chameleons and 

Geckos everywhere.   I was a little dissatisfied with the 

Tortoise and Turtle selections there. This time of the 

year doesn‟t give a lot of opportunities for the vast 

varieties due to winter temperatures.  I would 

personally have called this show a “Sulcata Fest” more 

than anything.  There were hundreds of baby Sulcata‟s 

and lots of adults being sold for pets and breeding.   It 

was very sad to see one of the vendors promoting the 

sale and breeding of Sulcata‟s to a potential Novice 

buyer.  One of the vendors was promoting his rare 

Leopardcata‟s which are hybrids from breeding 

Sulcata‟s & Leopards.   Something I highly don‟t 

believe in as the purity of the species now is in 

jeopardy. There was another vendor there who had lots  

of Aquatic turtles, but 99% of them were North 

American wild caught turtles and all just didn‟t look 

like they were in the best of condition.   There were 

some good vendors with captive bred turtles and I 

liked their setups & displays and the information they 

gave out to each passing person.  Waterland Tubs had 

an awesome setup of Captive Bred Side-necks Turtles 

and habitats.  I give them thumbs up for the time they 

take with each person who stopped by while I was 

there.  The Behler Conservancy was there as well 

promoting their facility and selling videos.  I will have 

more info on the videos later in the next issue. 
 

On a Personal Note 

 

Like I mentioned earlier in the article, I have lots of 

changes coming to you all.   I hope to have everyone‟s 

support.   I do this for the turtles and tortoises and I 

think one thing everyone must keep in mind no matter 

the person, the club, the organization or what it may 

be, we do this for our shelled friends.   

 

 

Until next issue, I hope you all enjoy this newsletter 

and spread the word. 
 

-Kevin 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 2 

 

Western Painted Turtle – Photo by Kevin Norred 

Newsletter Notes: 

 

For information, please contact Kevin @ 

Kevin@Tortoisehome.org 

 

Publisher – Kevin Norred 

Editor – Jessica Norred 

mailto:Kevin@Tortoisehome.org
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2011CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS  

 

FEBRUARY 2011 
FEB 18TH - 20TH  36TH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM DESERT 

TORTOISE COUNCIL - LAS VEGAS, NV 

 WWW.DESERTTORTOISE.ORG 

 

MARCH 2011 
MARCH 26TH SF ZOO LECTURE- SEE FLYER IN THIS 

NEWSLETTER 

 

APRIL 2011 
APR 9TH  CTTC EXECUTIVE MEETING 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY ARBORETUM - 
ARCADIA, CA 

APR 12TH – 15TH  31ST INTERNATIONAL SEA TURTLE 

SYMPOSIUM - SAN DIEGO, CA 

 HTTP://ICONFERENCES.SEATURTLE.ORG/ 

APRIL 29TH SAVE THE FROGS DAY – 3RD ANNUAL 

  WWW.SAVETHEFROGS.COM  

 

MAY 2011 
MAY 14TH – 15TH  LAS VEGAS REPTILE SHOW –  

LAS VEGAS, NV 

WWW.GETREPTILES.COM 

MAY 23RD WORLD TURTLE DAY 

  WWW.TORTOISE.COM 

  

IN THE MAY ISSUE OF 

THE TURTLE TRIBUNE   

In the May newsletter, I will be covering Aquatic 

Turtle habitats and how to set them up for low 

cost. Also the Turtle of the Month will be the 

Eastern Box Turtle. On the tortoise side of things, 

there will an article about the Russian Tortoise 

from a presentation that Jessica Norred did in 

2009 at one of the local SVTTC meetings.    

 

JUNE 2011 
JUNE 25TH – 26TH    REPTILE SUPER SHOW –  

SAN DIEGO, CA 

  WWW.REPTILESUPERSHOW.COM  

JULY 2011 
   

JULY 16TH CTTC EXECUTIVE MEETING 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY ARBORETUM - 
ARCADIA, CA 

JULY 23RD – 24TH  HERP WORLD EXPO – SAN JOSE, CA 

  WWW.HERPWORLDEXPO.COM  

AUGUST 2011 
AUG 13TH & 14TH  REPTILE SUPER SHOW - POMONA, CA 

  WWW.REPTILESUPERSHOW.COM  

AUG 14TH -17TH TURTLE SURVIVAL ALLIANCE 

CONFERENCE – 9TH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

ON THE CONSERVATION AND BIOLOGY OF 

TORTOISES AND FRESHWATER TURTLES –
ORLANDO, FL 

SEPTEMBER 2011 

 

OCTOBER 2011 
OCT 8TH  CTTC EXECUTIVE MEETING 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY ARBORETUM - 
ARCADIA, CA 

OCT 29TH – 30TH       KODY’S EXPO OF EXOTIC REPTILE  

  LONG BEACH, CA 

                    WWW.KODYSEXPO.COM 

NOVEMBER 2011 

 

DECEMBER 2011 
 

 

 

If you have an event in the USA and would like to 

publish it here, please email me at 

Kevin@tortoisehome.org. 

http://www.deserttortoise.org/
http://iconferences.seaturtle.org/
http://www.savethefrogs.com/
http://www.reptilesupershow.com/
http://www.reptilesupershow.com/
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Turtle Survival Alliance 
www.turtlesurvival.org 

All info reprinted with the written permission of the TSA 

Belize Mobilizes for the 

Endangered Hickatee Turtle 
By TSA Admin on December 17, 2010  
 

On December 7, 2010, the first ever Hickatee 

Conservation Forum and Workshop was held at the 

University of Belize (UB), Belmopan Campus. The 

event was organized by the Turtle Survival Alliance 

(TSA), in collaboration with the Belize Foundation for 

Research and Environmental Education (BFREE), the 

Environmental Research Institute (ERI) at UB and the 

Belize Fisheries Department. The purpose of the 

workshop was to bring together members of the 

scientific community, government officials, and 

Belize‟s extensive NGO community to share 

information regarding the Hickatee or Central American 

river turtle (Dermatemys mawi). 
 

 
 

Ranked Critically Endangered by the IUCN Red List, 

D. mawi is found in three countries including Mexico, 

where it has experienced catastrophic declines; 

Guatemala, where the status is poorly known (though 

heavily hunted); and Belize, where populations are 

steadily declining but still likely represent the species‟ 

stronghold. However, the TSA-sponsored countrywide 

river survey by Thomas Rainwater in Spring 2010 

indicated a continued downward spiral of population 

numbers when compared against survey results from 

the 1980s (Moll) and 1990s (Polisar). Thomas‟s work 

proved somewhat catalytic in Belize and mobilized the 

conservation NGO community to seek greater 

involvement in protecting the Hickatee. Eating Hickatee 

is a widespread and culturally engrained practice, and 

collecting pressures are especially heavy leading up to 

Easter. When large- scale commercial harvesting 

occurs, populations can crash rapidly and there are 

several examples of local extinctions in Belize. 

Regulations and enforcement are currently inadequate 

to protect the species, not only in Belize but throughout 

their range. 

 

The morning session featured various presentations on 

the Hickatee, including one from a delegation from 

Guatemala, and set the stage for the working session 

later in the afternoon. Rick Hudson challenged the 

assembled group to “do something transformational for 

the Hickatee” and said he believed that the “time and 

place are right in Belize” to achieve this goal. This 

roundtable workshop produced some important 

outcomes, first and foremost being the formation of a 

Hickatee Conservation and Monitoring Network 

(HCMN). This network will provide a framework for 

sharing of information and the development of 

conservation actions designed to reverse the downward 

trend that Hickatee populations are undergoing. The 

ERI agreed to organize and coordinate this network, 

and in general to work to sustain the momentum 

generated by the workshop. In particular, the 

environmental NGO community – due to their broad 

experience and commitment - is well-positioned to 

positively impact the Hickatee‟s future. Without the 

structure and network provided by this able group we 

would certainly face daunting challenges with 

implementation. The fact that a well-organized cadre of 

motivated NGOs exist bodes well for the future of the 

network and the Hickatee. At the conclusion of the 

workshop, each and every NGO in attendance agreed to 

take on a specific role to keep the process moving, 

committing to a range of activities. These include a 

national awareness campaign, poacher surveys, hosting 

training workshops, community education and outreach, 

enforcement, data collection and specific site surveys. 

The groups and NGOs that were represented at the 

workshop and that will participate in the network 

include BFREE, Toledo Institute for Development and 

the Environment, Ya‟axche Conservation Trust, 

Lamanai Field Research Center, ERI, WCS, Belize Bird 

Rescue, WildTracks, Gales Point Wildlife Sanctuary, 

SATIIM, Belize Zoo, Belize Vivarium, TSA, Belize 

Wildlife Conservation Network, and the Belize 

Fisheries and Forestry Departments 

 

The next step for the TSA will be to find funding to 

train, equip and empower various members of the 

Network. The plan is for Thomas Rainwater to return to 

Belize in 2011 to conduct a series of training workshop, 

both in the north and south, to continue building 

capacity within Belize to conduct science-based and 

standardized monitoring of Hickatee populations. We 

will also be looking for expertise in graphic design for 

the awareness campaign (we will need a consistent 

iconic symbol). The TSA also wants to conduct basic 

husbandry research into the reproductive biology of the 

Hickatee, and to set up a series of ponds to test the 

feasibility Continued on page 6 

http://www.turtlesurvival.org/
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  Continued from page 5 

 

of breeding this species under captive but semi-natural 

conditions in Belize. 

 

For a short one day workshop, this was extremely 

productive and one that we predict (and hope) will be 

catalytic. Saving the Hickatee – in Belize and elsewhere 

– will require a “game changer.” Business as usual will 

not work. We believe we will look back on December 

7, 2010 as the day the Hickatee‟s future got brighter. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For more information on how to support on-

going conservation, please visit 

www.turtlesurvival.org 

 

Turtle Poems 

By Mike Christensen 

www.lulu.com/turtlepoems 
 

The Natural  
 
Alligator snapping turtle  
a born fisherman,  
on its tongue  
its own tempting bait.  
   
It just opens its mouth wide  
in the mud where it hides  
and wiggles this pink appendage  
like a lure,  
   
so when a little fishy  
believes it’s found a bug,  
it’s down that mighty gullet  
with one great gulping glug.  
   
 
 
Mixed Blessings  
   
As one of those  
who has been blessed,  
with acquaintance to Sternotherus,  
I was first aware of its odoratus.  
   
The musk turtle  
is one of those,  
who leaves an imprint via your nose,  
   
but once you get  
to know them well,  
they lose the need to give off smell.  
   
To know them well  
I have been blessed,  
I’ll speak fondly of Sternotherus,  
though to know me well,   
they could probably care less. 
 

http://www.lulu.com/turtlepoems


THE TORTOISE HOME- F 7 

 

  
Websites of the 

Month 

 

I will be reviewing different websites that I find 

interesting and educational each month and will share 

my thoughts on them.  There are many websites on the 

World Wide Web, many are based on personal 

experiences, but bottom line is they all contain info 

that may be useful.   If you have a website that you 

might recommend, please send me an email with a link 

to Kevin@tortoisehome.org. 

 

This month, I would like to start with a website that is 

growing by the day.  This website has a handful of 

information that has “everyday” info based on personal 

experiences of Novice and Expert Turtle and Tortoise 

keepers.   WWW.TORTOISEFORUM.ORG is a great 

website and is one of the best sites for asking 

questions, seeking out info and contains many 

categories on the variety of tortoises.   It is tortoise 

oriented but people on there have both turtles and 

tortoises.   I recommend visiting this forum and 

website and maybe even getting involved.  Next 

month, I will be going more in depth on some more 

websites.   I have some favorite websites specifically 

on the California Desert Tortoise. 

 

-Kevin 

Kevin’s Favorite Websites 

 

These are websites that I visit often and would like to share 

them with everyone as I believe them to contain lots of 

info.   If you have a website that you would like me to 

check out, please email me.    –Thanks. 

 

www.Sulcata-station.org – A good 

site that has lots of info on the Sulcata 

Tortoise. 

 

www.Tortoiseforum.org – A good 

website to learn from others or share 

your experiences. 

 

www.redearslider.com – A good 

website to learn about Red Ear Sliders 

and similar species including cooters.   

 

www. Turtlebunker.com – 

Sacramento’s Turtle and Tortoise Club.   

 

www.Tortoise.org – A website 

dedicated to the care and husbandry of 

turtles and tortoises.  This is CTTC’s 

official website. 

 

 www.Turtlesurvival.org – A website 

dedicated to conservation around 

the world. 

 

Stay tuned for more. 

 

Check out www.tortoisehome.org for 

more websites. 

Lost & Found 

 

 

Let‟s help those who have lost turtles and tortoises.   

Report lost or found turtles here in the SF Bay Area or 

Central Valley in California.  

 

To report a lost or found turtle or tortoise, please email 

Kevin@Tortoisehome.org.  In the subject heading, 

please title it “Lost & Found.” 

 

Last year I started doing the lost and found program as 

people were finding turtles and tortoises all over the 

place.   As I would take them in, I would hold them up 

to a week before I would seek out a new home for 

them.  As I learned from various websites, people who 

lost their pets were posting them online.  We were very 

fortunate to return a handful of turtles and tortoises 

back to their owners.   Much of the info was based on 

location of where they were found or lost.  

http://www.tortoiseforum.org/
http://www.sulcata-station.org/
http://www.tortoiseforum.org/
http://www.redearslider.com/
http://www.tortoise.org/
http://www.turtlesurvival.org/
http://www.tortoisehome.org/
mailto:Kevin@Tortoisehome.org
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Snapper Rescue 

By Kevin Norred 

 

Not much going on with the Snappers this time of 

the year.   At the last Executive meeting, Sharon 

Paquette and I are still the only active people 

within the CTTC working with saving these guys 

from being released into our natural waterways.  

We are still working with Fish & Game to assist 

them in care and husbandry until they are able to 

be shipped out of state.  This past year, we were 

able to relocate 17 snappers to Texas to a facility 

that will care and maintain them.   With this 

connection, expenses and shipping have been cut 

drastically.  We are still looking for funding to 

care and feed these guys when they do come in.   

Many of these guys are currently being funded out 

of our own pockets.   Throughout the year, I will 

be assisting in raising money for these guys in 

hopes to cut cost for care.  If you would like to 

make a donation on behalf of the snappers, please 

contact me for more info.   Currently, the Orange 

County CTTC has a special account set aside for 

the financial assistance of maintaining these guys.    

 

If anyone needs assistance in placing a snapper, 

please contact us.   We have a “no questions 

asked” policy and all we care about is that these 

little dinosaurs are shipped out of the state of 

California per the CDFG and that they are kept as 

pets or rescued.  No snappers are shipped to places 

that will harm them.   

 

-Kevin 
 

 

 

Sacramento Turtle 

& Tortoise Club 

Meeting 

By Kevin Norred 
 

 

On January 22, Stephen Si Fuentes and I attended 

the January Sacramento Turtle & Tortoise Club 

meeting.   It was great to visit with everyone again.  

Stephen was excited to meet and talk to new 

fellow turtle and tortoise lovers.  

 

The January meeting was a social gathering and 

Felice treated everyone with Pizza and snacks.   

We started out the meeting with two kids under the 

age of 10 both showing the group their new pet 

turtles.  Both were Red Ear Sliders and both kids 

were eager to learn more about them.    

 

As usual, the meeting was informative with current 

events throughout the USA.   Felice shared some 

info from a couple club newsletters from other 

states and it was nice to hear what other clubs and 

organizations are working on.  

 

If you haven‟t ever been to a club meeting, these 

meetings are very different from any other club 

meeting.   They are very social and everyone has a 

great time sharing stories, events and experiences.  

No politics!!   Felice who has been the President, 

Vice President, Treasurer and Adoptions person 

for 30 years and runs the club all by herself with 

assistance from members.   The club has about 

500+ members and growing.  For more info, 

please visit www.turtlebunker.com. 

 

The next meeting will be in April and I look 

forward to all the show and tell turtles and 

tortoises.   Occasionally you will see some new 

hatchlings being offered by individuals for sale as 

well.   

 

-Kevin 

 
 

 

 

http://www.turtlebunker.com/


THE TORTOISE HOME- F 10 

Help Support Turtle & Tortoise Conservation! 
Surplus for Sale: 

 
The Behler Chelonian Center (BCC), established in 2005, is a non-profit organization dedicated to the 

conservation and research of freshwater turtles and tortoises whose wild populations are under pressure. Our 

work includes conservation projects where turtles are threatened in the wild, protection of habitat, conservation 

education, and field based research of endangered turtle biology. 

 

The BCC‟s mission to ensure the survival of turtle and tortoise species in the wild will be achieved through 

conservation and education. Towards this end, the Center cares for an assurance colony of threatened animals, 

and maintains a captive reproduction program of endangered species. The BCC houses nearly 500 turtles and 

tortoises, representing 26 taxa, and has successfully bred 15 threatened and endangered species. 

 

Currently, the BCC is offering a limited quantity of captive hatched surplus animals for sale to experienced 

keepers. 100% of the income generated from the sale of these animals will go towards turtle and tortoise 

conservation. Purchasing captive hatched animals from the BCC directly supports our 

Conservation initiatives and reduces the demand for wild caught animals. 

 

Prices will vary according to size, age, color, sex and quantity: 

 

• Indian Spotted Pond Turtle (Geoclemys hamiltonii): $200 – 300 

 

• Indian Star Tortoise (Geochelone elegans): $500 – 800 

 

• Radiated Tortoise (Astrochelys radiata): $800 – 1500 

(sexed hatchlings and yearlings available) 

 

• Burmese Star Tortoise (Geochelone platynota): $800 – 1500 

(sexed hatchlings and yearlings available) 

 

• Spider Tortoise (Pyxis arachnoides arachnoides): $350 – 1200 

 

• Burmese Black Mountain Tortoise (Manouria emys phayrei): $250 

 

All animals have photographs and are inspected by a veterinarian before they are delivered. Each individual 

comes with health records, including hatch date, age, weights, and sex (through endoscopy if available). Sales of 

A. radiata and G. hamiltonii are to CA residents or those with CBW permits ONLY. Animals under 4” are for 

educational or research purposes. An application must be submitted to begin the process. The application can be 

found at: 

 

http://turtleconservancy.org/bcc/hatchlings/ 
 

 

Please submit completed applications to the following (email is preferred): 

james@turtleconservancy.org 

 

Behler Chelonian Center 

P.O. Box 1289 

Ojai, CA 93024 

 

  

 

http://turtleconservancy.org/bcc/hatchlings/
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Sacramento Turtle 

& Tortoise Club 

By Felice Rood 
 

President: Felice Rood 

Website: www.turtlebunker.com 

 

2011 Meeting Dates: 

 

Spring Meeting: 

April 16
th

, 2011 

1:30pm to 4pm  

30
th

 Anniversary  

 

All meetings are held at: 

 

Belle Cooledge Library 

5600 South Land Park Drive 95802 

 

 

Adoptions:  Lot of Red Ear Sliders and 

Sulcata Tortoises- Please inquire 

 

For more information about the Sacramento 

Turtle and Tortoise Club, please contact Felice 

at feliecerood@compuserve.com 
 

 

Tortoisehome.org 

Adoptions 

 

Since I started back up with doing adoptions 

privately, we had a few come in.  As of 

February 11
th

, we have (2) Adult Greek Males, 

(2) Male Sulcata‟s and lots of Red Ear Sliders 

looking for outdoor ponds.   If you are 

interested in adopting a turtle or tortoise in the 

future, visit www.tortoisehome.org and go to 

the adoptions page and fill out a mini adoption 

form.  When turtles/tortoises come available, 

you will be asked to fill out another form and 

go through an interview process to make sure 

all go to a good home.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.turtlebunker.com/
mailto:feliecerood@compuserve.com
http://www.tortoisehome.org/
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  Reptiles-Index 

Contents Vol. 2: Ophthalmic 

Conditions-Reproduction-

Developmental Anomalies-

Anesthesia-Surgery-Comparative 

Histology-Euthanasia and Necropsy-

Common Pathologic Lesions and 

Disease Processes-Antibiotic 

Therapy in Reptile Medicine-

Glossary-Index 

 

Industry review 
In this remarkable reference, the 
esteemed Dr. Frye (fellow, Royal 
Society of Medicine, UK) has 
virtually defined the current state 
of the science and practice in 
reptile husbandry and health care 
-- from the provision of sensible 
guidelines for the feeding of 
reptiles and revealing coverage of 
their reproductive behavior to the 
masterful treatment of antibiotic 
therapy. The main body of the 
text deals with the recognition and 
treatment of every disease 
condition known in reptiles, 
illustrated by some 1,850 
fascinating color photographs. In 
addition to showing disease-
causative organisms and the 
results produced in the 
appearance of sick reptiles, a 
number of the photos clearly 
illustrate the step-by-step 
procedures recommended for 
treatment of specific conditions. 
The volumes are large (10.25x14 
“) and heavy, but without a page 
of waste. For veterinarians, 
herpetologists, and students, as 
well as collectors, breeders, and 
the interested public.  
Annotation copyright Book News, 
Inc. Portland, Or. 
SciTech Book News   
 

And the following review from 

Amazon.com: 

5 out of 5 stars    ***** 

 “The best book out of more 

than 100 herp books.” 

February 22, 2001  

Book of the Month 

Review 
By Martha Pugno 
 

Reptile Care an Atlas of 

Diseases and Treatments 

Vol. 1 &2  

 
Author:  Fredric L. Frye, D.V.M., 

M.S. (Fellow, Royal Society of 

Medicine) 

 

This 2 volume set of books was 

donated to our SVTTC Library last 

year.  They were published by T.F.H. 

Publications, Inc. in 1991. As can be 

seen below from the contents of 

these volumes, these books present a 

wealth of useful material .They are 

also full of photos that include step-

by-step procedures recommended for 

treatment of conditions . The photos 

are beautiful, yet often graphic.  The 

books are obviously intended for use 

by “Professional s”, but contain 

much that will fascinate anyone that 

has an interest in reptiles. They 

include all reptiles, but Turtles and 

Tortoises get their fair share of 

coverage.   

 
I plan to bring these books to the 

next club meeting, where they will 

be available for check-out.  If you 

have been the internet site, 

“Librarything.com” and have seen 

the list of books in our collection, 

please e-mail me at 

Kayaklady56@yahoo.com  to 

request a book to be brought to a 

meeting for checkout.  

 
Contents of Vol. 1: Introduction-

Captive Husbandry-Practical Guide 

for Feeding Captive Reptiles-Fungal, 

Actinomycete, Bacterial, Rickettsial, 

and Viral Disease-Pathologic 

Conditions Related to Captive 

Environment-Radiology and 

Imaging-Hematology-Applied 

Clinical Nonhemic Parasitology of  

This review is from: Reptile 

Care: An Atlas of Diseases 

and Treatments (Hardcover)  

“Vets should have this book, 

and quit guessing work on 

reptiles. It is very helpful for 

breeders and serious hobbyists. 

Take this book to vets and 

educate them.”  
 

 

 

mailto:Kayaklady56@yahoo.com
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The Tortoise Home 

Yahoo Groups Page 

 

 

This page is for up to date info about Activities, Adoptions and Current 

Events that are sponsored by The Tortoise Home.  Sign up Today!!!  

 

Don‟t miss out on Current Turtles and Tortoises for Adoption or Current 

events.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look for “TORTOISEHOME” 

 
 

For help on joining, please contact Kevin at: 
Kevin@tortoisehome.org 
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Reptile Vets 
 

SVTTC members and non-members have recommended 

the following names and Veterinarian offices.  These 

listings are for reference only.   

 

 

VCA Orchard Plaza Animal Hospital 

Dr. Jennifer Star Seward, DVM 

Dr. Ian Stone, DVM 

San Jose, CA 

(408) 227-9110 

 

Felton Veterinary Hospital 

Dr. Cathy Calvert, DVM   

Felton, CA 

(831) 335-3466 

 

Sunnyvale Veterinary Clinic 

Dr. Raj Singh, DVM 

Sunnyvale, CA 

(408) 736-8929 

 

Avian & Exotic Clinic of Monterey 

Dr. Shannon Thomas, DVM 

Dr. Amy Wells, DVM 

Monterey, CA 

(831) 647-1147 

 

Valley Animal Hospital  

Dr. Christine McFadden 

Merced, CA 

(209) 384-7387 

 

Wildwood Animal Hospital  

Dr. Chris Sanders, DVM 

Dr. Tina Peak, DVM 

Portola Valley, CA 

(650) 851-9453 

 

Wildwood Animal Hospital 

Dr. Diana Welsh, DVM 

San Jose, CA 

(408) 265-8811 

 

Berkeley Dog and Cat Hospital 

Dr. Kenneth Harkewicz, DVM 

Berkeley, CA 

(510) 848-5041 
 

 

 

Canyon Veterinary Hospital 

Dr. R. Barrett, DVM 

Castro Valley, CA 

(510) 582-6704 

 

Santa Clara Pet Hospital  

Dr. Kent Littlehale, DVM 

San Jose, CA 

(408) 227-9110 

 

Castro Valley Companion Animal Hospital 

Rene Gandolfi, DVM 

Castro Valley, CA 

(510) 582-6311 

 

Kirkwood Animal Hospital 

Dr. Garrett Okumara, DVM 

Campbell, CA 

(408) 374-5850 

 

Sequoia Valley Veterinary Hospital 

Dr. Randall Popkin, DVM 

Santa Rosa, CA 

(707) 545-7387 

 

Exotic Services Veterinarians U.C. Davis –Small 

Animal Hospital 

Davis, CA 

(530) 752-0186 

Emergency (530) 752-0186 
 

If you have a vet that you have used for your 
reptiles, turtles and/or tortoises and would like to 
add him/her to this list, please let me know.   Also 
if you are a Vet and would like to be added to this 
list, let me know.  
 
Thanks 
 
-Kevin 
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Supplies for Sale 
 

Tortoise Pellets 

2lb $ 8.00ea 

5lb $16.00ea 

Contact Kevin 

tortoisehome@yahoo.com 
 

Aquatic Turtle 

Pellets 

12oz. $ 4.50ea 

2lb $10.00ea 

5lb $20.00ea 

Contact Kevin 

tortoisehome@yahoo.com 
 

Reptaid-  

All Natural Health Remedy 

www.reptaid.com 
1oz Bottle Reptaid (1-250grms) 

$24.99 

1oz Bottle Reptaid XL (250grms) 

$31.99 

Contact Kevin Norred 

tortoisehome@yahoo.com  
See Flyers attached in this newsletter!! 

 

Waterland Tubs 

Now selling Waterland Tubs and 

Supplies – Call for pricing. 

Contact Kevin Norred 

tortoisehome@yahoo.com  

 

Turtles/Tortoises 

for Sale 
 

Map Turtles  

-False Map Turtles (Graptemys 

psuedogeographica)   $20ea 

 

-Ouachita Map Turtle (Graptemys 

ouachitensis ouachitensis) $20ea 

 

-Mississippi Map Turtle  

(Graptemys kohnii) $15ea 

 

All are captive bred hatchlings  

1-1/2” to 2-1/4”  

Contact Kevin 

tortoisehome@yahoo.com 

(408)482-5437 

 

Turtles/Tortoise 

All turtles/tortoises are 2010 captive 

bred babies 

-Ibera Greek Tortoises Hatchlings 

$100ea 

-Loggerhead Musk Turtles $75ea 

-Mexican Giant Musk $125ea 

-Concentric Diamondback Terrapins 

$100ea 

  

Pictures available upon request 

Contact Don Do 

donsturtles@yahoo.com 

www.Donsturtles.com  

 

Red Ear Sliders 

I have several Red Ear Slider Turtles 

looking to be adopted by homes that 

have outdoor habitats.   These sliders 

are all adults and come from homes 

that could no longer provide for 

them.   If you have an outdoor pond 

and would like to add some turtles to 

your pond, these are the perfect guys.  

Red Ear Sliders are very social and 

are always active sunbathing. There 

are no fees. 

 

For more information, please contact  

Kevin Norred (408) 482-5437 

Adoptions@tortoisehome.org 

 

New Guinea 

Sideneck Turtle 

Elseya branderhorsti  (aka New 

Guinea snapping turtle  - I have had 

this guy since he was about 3", and 

that was about 10 yrs. ago.  He is 

now about 13" straight carapace 

length (SCL) –  

 

Turtle & Tortoise Classifieds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central 

American Wood 

Turtles 

0.3.0  Rhinoclemmys pulcherrima 

incisa, Central American (Honduran) 

Wood Turtles - I have had one for 

over 10 yrs., and she was an adult 

when I got her; the other two were 

rescues.  They are about 8-9" SCL 

 

Asian Leaf 

Turtles 

2.5.0  Cyclemys dentata, Asian Leaf 

Turtles - I have had two of these 

turtles for 10 yrs. and were adults 

when I got them; they are 8-9" SCL; 

the others are rescues and vary in 

size from about 5-7" SCL 

 

Note: all of these turtles are large 

and will require either a very large 

tank or a pond.  Also, the wood 

turtles really need a habitat with 

both land and water.  They are 

also all tropical species and need 

warm water year-round, and so 

will not survive outdoors in the 

winter, except maybe in Florida.  I 

am asking $100 each for these 

turtles, but finding them good 

homes is my top priority. 

 

Contact Diane Flagg at  

dlcf123@yahoo.com or  

(408) 966-4642 

 

 

 

mailto:tortoisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:tortoisehome@yahoo.com
http://www.reptaid.com/
mailto:tortoisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:tortoisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:tortoisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:donsturtles@yahoo.com
http://www.donsturtles.com/
mailto:tortoisehome@yahoo.com
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Turtles/Tortoise 

 

-Reeves Turtles Hatchlings $25ea 

-European Pond Turtles $75ea 

-Leopard Tortoises $75ea 

-Herman‟s Tortoises $75ea 

-Elongated Tortoises $75ea 

-Red Footed Tortoises $75ea 

-Star Tortoises $250ea 

Prices are for CTTC and SVTTC 

Members only 

Contact Bob or Judy Thomas 

(805) 481-5222 

Thomas-turtles@juno.com 

 

Leopard 

Tortoises 

 

(10) Baby Leopard tortoises 

Discount for multiple purchases 

Contact: Jimmy Chu 

Hubertfirst22@hotmail.com 

 

Turtles/Tortoises 

 

1yr old Box Turtles $45ea 

Greek Hatchlings $85ea 

Sulcata Hatchlings $75ea 

Contact: Gary & Ginger Wilfong 

(510) 677-5552 

 

Radiated Tortoise 

Pair 

 

Radiated Tortoise Pair $9000.00 

Male is 8” and Female is 10” 

Serious Inquiries only 

Please Contact Don Do 

at DonsTurtles@yahoo.com 

DonsTurtles.com 

CA sales only 

prefer local transactions in SF bay 

area 

 
 

Map Turtles for 

Sale CBB10" 

Mixed lots. Mississippi, Ouachita, 

False. 

First come, first serve. Better pricing 

on 5+ turtles. 

$15 Each 

Contact Vin Ma 

turtlemorphs@gmail.com  

http://www.turtlemorphs.com 
 

Wanted 
 

Russian Tortoise 

Females Wanted 

Looking for Adult/Semi Adult Female 

Russians 

Contact Stephen 
REPTILESRULESTEVEN15@YAHOO.COM 

 

Red Foot Tortoise 

Female Wanted 

Looking for Adult/Semi Adult Female 

Red Foot Tortoises 

Contact Philip Krotz 

pekrotz@gmail.com 

 

Musk Turtles 

Wanted 

Looking for Adult/Semi Adult 

Razorback Turtles 

Contact Kevin 

Tortoisehome@yahoo.com 

(408)482-5437 

 

North American 

Wood Turtles 

Wanted 

Contact John Nickols 

1jpnickols@comcast.net 

 

Turtle & Tortoise Classifieds 

Elongated 

Tortoise 

Females Wanted 

Looking for Adult/Semi Adult 

Females Contact Kevin  

Tortoisehome@yahoo.com 

(408)482-5437 

 

North American 

Wood Turtles 

Wanted 

Contact Philip Edholm 

philipaedholm@aol.com  

 

Caramel Red Ear 

Sliders Wanted 

Looking for young to adult Caramel 

Red Ear Sliders 

Contact Vin Ma 

Turtlemorphs@gmail.com 

 

Razor Back 

Musk Turtles 

Wanted 

Looking for Adult Razorback Musk 

Turtles for outdoor Pond 

Contact Vin MA 

Turtlemorphs@gmail.com 

 

Golden Greek 

Tortoise 

Females Wanted 

Looking for Female Golden Greeks 

for lonely males 

Contact Marco 

marco_paco@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Thomas-turtles@juno.com
mailto:Hubertfirst22@hotmail.com
http://us.mc653.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=DonsTurtles@yahoo.com
http://donsturtles.com/
http://us.mc653.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=turtlemorphs@gmail.com
http://www.turtlemorphs.com/
mailto:Tortoisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:1jpnickols@comcast.net
mailto:Tortoisehome@yahoo.com
mailto:philipaedholm@aol.com
mailto:Turtlemorphs@gmail.com
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Los Angeles 

Arboretum-

Pictures from the 

Jan 8
th

 CTTC 

meeting 

Photos by Kevin Norred 

While at the CTTC Executive meeting, 

these were some of the pictures from my 

walk around the gardens.   
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Announcement and Call for Sessions/Workshops 
The Turtle Survival Alliance will host the 

9th Annual Symposium on the Conservation and Biology of 

Tortoises and Freshwater Turtles 
 

14 – 17 August 2011, Orlando, Florida 

 

Joint Annual meeting of the Turtle Survival Alliance and IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle 

Specialist Group 
The Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA) and the IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group 

(TFTSG) are pleased to announce the dates of their joint Symposium, Sunday – Wednesday, August 14 – 17, 

2011 in Orlando, Florida.  This is the 9th annual conference hosted by the TSA, and has become the largest 

gathering of non-marine turtle biologists and captive breeding specialists in the world. 

 

Last year’s conference was attended by ~300 colleagues from over 20 countries with presentations on 

more than 50 species of turtles! 

 

Planning is well underway to ensure that this is the best conference you attend in 2011! 
 

Each year the Program Committee works hard to bring together a wide variety of presentations from around 

the world, ranging in topic from captive husbandry to field techniques to conservation. This symposium 

also provides a venue for specialized symposia. During its eight-year history, symposia have included 

special sessions covering Chinese Chelonians, Alligator Snapping Turtles, Gopher Tortoises, 

Southwestern Kinosternids, and the genus Graptemys to name a few.  Some past workshops have dealt 

with egg incubation, filtration, and translocation. 
 

You can help make this conference better by organizing a session or a workshop. 

 

Sessions – These typically are based upon a turtle groupings (e.g. Genus Graptemys), region (e.g. Chinese 

Chelonians), or a topic (e.g. husbandry, head-starting, chelonian veterinary care and rehabilitation), yet we are open to 

your suggestions.  Session organizers should plan on organizing between 5 and 10 talks on their subject. 

 

Workshops – These provide an active arena to share advancements, new techniques, or specific knowledge about 

chelonians. Workshops can also provide the opportunity for experienced practitioners to collaborate with other 

enthusiasts, to develop new ideas about a topic of common interest, and to share experiences with other chelonian 

enthusiasts as well as to those new to chelonian husbandry and research. 

 

If you are interested in organizing a session or a workshop, please contact Andrew Walde at 
awalde@turtlesurvival.org. We encourage you to respond as soon as possible as there is room for only a few 

specialized symposia.  

 

A call for papers and more information regarding the conference will be following in a couple of weeks. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in Orlando. 

 

Andrew Walde & Beth Walton 

Program co-chairs 

TSA 9
th
 Annual Symposium 

http://www.turtlesurvival.org/get-involved/2011-conference  
 

 

 

mailto:awalde@turtlesurvival.org
http://www.turtlesurvival.org/get-involved/2011-conference
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Top Left: Russian Tortoises soaking up UVB.   Top Right: Young Alligator Snapper and Western Painted Turtle   Middle Left: 

Adult Male Elongated Tortoise    Middle Right: Adult 150+lb Alligator Snapper     Bottom Left: Spider Tortoise    Bottom 

Right: Pancake Tortoise   -Photos by Jessica Norred 


